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Three  local  synagogues  and  a  Jewish  Community  Center  have 
also  been  recent  arson  targets 


By  Chris  Nealon 

ATLANTA  —  In  a  large  and  dramatic 
demonstration,  more  than  500  activists 
converged  at  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  this  week,  demanding  that  the  CDC 
expand  its  definition  of  AIDS  to  include 
conditions  that  affect  women.  Despite 
violent  rainstorms,  activists  held  a  speak-out 
by  HIV-positive  women,  invaded  classrooms 
at  nearby  Emory  University,  smeared  blood- 
red  handprints  on  the  walls  of  the  CDC,  and 
occupied  the  offices  of  CDC  executive  Gary 
Noble.  Eighty-one  protesters  were  arrested 
during  various  stages  of  the  demonstration. 

The  Dec.  3  action  was  the  third  this  year  to 
focus  on  women  and  AIDS,  following  a 
January  demonstration  at  the  CDC,  and  an 
October  protest  at  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  in  Washington  (see 
GCN,  Oct.  7-13).  The  latest  action 
culminated  “A  Week  of  Outrage,”  a  series  of 
activities  designed  by  ACT  UP  Women’s 
Caucuses  nationwide  to  focus  on  the 
changing  profile  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  The 
demonstration  also  coincided  with  the  first 
annual  Community  AIDS  Resource  and 
Education  (CARE)  Fair,  an  educational 
forum  on  women  and  AIDS  organized  by 
Sisterlove,  an  Atlanta-based  women’s  health 
group. 

“We  all  knew  we  wanted  to  do  a  national 
demonstration,”  said  Jan  Speller  of  ACT 
UP/Los  Angeles.  “The  scope  of  the  CDC’s 
definition  of  AIDS  is  being  kept  too  low. 
We’re  not  counting  everyone.”  AIDS 
activists  and  a  growing  number  of  health 
professionals  say  that  women  with  HIV 
frequently  develop  conditions  that  do  not 
count  as  AIDS  to  hospitals,  insurance 
companies,  or  government  financial 
assistance  programs.  Among  those 
conditions  are  pielvic  inflammatory  disease 
(PID),  cervical  cancCT,  and  different  vaginal 
infections. 

Speller  told  GCN  that  she  thought  the  CDC 
needs  to  maintain  a  flexible  definition  of 
AIDS,  not  only  to  keep  track  of  who  is 
getting  infected  with  HIV,  but  also  to  ensure 
that  a  wido*  range  of  people  can  learn  about 
the  virus  and  seek  help  in  dealing  with  it. 
“What  we’re  asking  is  that  the  definition  be 
upgraded,  not  just  once,  but  continually,  to 
include  all  those  who  may  be  affected,”  she 
said.  Without  a  broader  definition  of  AIDS, 
said  Speller,  “we  can’t  effectively  educate 
people.” 


‘Pressure  is  the  only  thing’ 

Maggie  Hasbrok,  an  action  facilitator  from 
ACT  UP/Atlanta,  told  GCN  she  thinks  the 
CDC’s  arguments  for  maintaining  the  current 
definition  of  AIDS  are  indefensible.  In 
particular,  she  said,  CDC  officials  recently 
told  activists  that  they  “didn’t  want  to  start  a 
panic  among  women  by  saying  that  things 
like  yeast  infections  and  ovarian  tumors 
might  be  symptomatic  of  HIV.” 

Not  only  does  that  concern  assume  a 
population  of  white,  middle-class  women 
who  have  already  been  educated  about  health 
issues,  said  Hasbrook,  but  there  is  no  reason 
to  make  a  blanket  statement  about  women’s 
health  problems  being  linked  to  HIV.  She 
remarked  that  herpes,  for  instance,  is 
conditionally  listed  as  a  possible  symptom  in 
the  current  definition  of  AIDS,  but  in  a  way 
that  specifically  relates  it  to  other  conditions. 
“That  could  easily  happen  with  women’s’ 
stuff,”  said  Hasbrook. 

The  meaning  of  such  poor  arguments,  she 
said,  is  that  the  CDC  is  simply  too 
conservative  to  change  on  its  own.  “Public 
pressure  is  the  only  thing  that  will  change  the 
way  they  define  AIDS,”  Hasbrook  said. 

Jeff  Graham,  also  of  ACT  UP/Atlanta, 
agreed  with  Hasbrook  that  outside  pressure 
was  the  one  of  the  best  means  to  get  the  CDC 
to  reexamine  its  AIDS  definition.  He  added 
that  activists  at  the  Dec.  3  demonstration 
were  upset  with  the  pace  of  change,  however. 
“We’re  very  angry,”  Graham  told  GCN. 
Referring  to  the  January  action,  he  added, 
“We  have  been  here  once  before  with  a  list  of 
demands  similar  to  this,  and  the  CDC  hasn’t 
done  anything.” 

Graham  said  that  he  is  particularly 
frustrated  by  the  CDC’s  argument  that  the 
definition  of  AIDS  need  to  remain  the  same 
in  order  to  establish  long-term  data  on  the 
epidemic.  “The  CDC  has  acknowledged  that 
[keeping  the  current  definition]  may  be  a 
problem,  but  they’re  more  concerned  with 
strong  statistical  accuracy  than  with  dealing 
with  the  issues,”  he  said. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  CDC’s  own  AIDS 
morbidity  and  mortality  report,  said  Graham, 
noted  that  48  percent  of  women  who  die  of 
HIV-related  conditions  do  not  meet  the  CDC- 
based  government  definition  of  AIDS. 
Further,  he  said,  the  report  indicated  that  72 
percoit  of  women  with  AIDS  are  women  of 
Continuwi  on  page  15 


By  Laura  Briggs 

SAN  FRANCISCO — Firebombings  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  (MCC), 
three  synagogues  and  a  Jewish  community 
center  have  rocked  the  gay  and  Jewish 
communities  here.  Police  have  made  no 
arrests  in  five  firebombings  at  four  religious 
and  community  centers  that  have  occurred  in 
the  Greater  San  Francisco  area  since  late 
August. 

“It’s  a  crime  of  hatred  and  self-hatred,” 
said  Rev.  Jim  Mitulski,  pastor  of  MCC.  “It 
needs  to  be  stopped,”  he  told  GCN. 

Two  synagogues.  Temple  Adath  Israel  and 
Temple  Beth  Israel-Judea,  were  the  targets  of 
incendiary  incidents  on  Aug  24  and  27, 
respectively.  While  September  and  October 
saw  no  additional  firebombings,  on  Nov.  16  a 
Molotov  cocktail  was  thrown  through  a 
window  of  the  MCC  church  building  in  the 
Castro  district.  Four  days  later.  Temple  Beth 
Israel-Judea  was  bomb^  a  second  time,  and 
the  Shalom  Jewish  Center  was  also  the  victim 
of  an  arson  attempt. 

None  of  the  fires  caused  significant 
damage,  which  Mitulski  said  was  “only 
luck.”  He  added,  “If  whoever  tossed  the 
Molotov  cocktail  threw  it  during  a  church 
service,  a  lot  of  people  would  have  been 
hurt” 

Mitulski  stud  the  incident  was  particularly 
stressful  for  the  MCC  congregation  because  it 
“contradicts  the  feeling  of  safety  people  have 
in  the  Castro,”  a  predominantly  gay 
neighborhood  of  San  Francisco.  People 
“don’t  want  to  feel  unsafe  sitting  in  church,” 
he  added. 

The  21 -year-old  MCC  church,  the  second 
oldest  in  the  country,  had  received  no  threats 
of  violence  prior  to  the  firebombing, 
according  to  Mitulski.  He  said  that  if 
neighbors  had  not  quickly  awakened  and 
alerted  firefighters  at  2:30  in  the  morning,  the 
attached  houses  and  the  MCC  building  could 
easily  have  burned.  The  bomber  “really  put 
lives  in  danger,”  he  said. 

The  building,  which  MCC  owns,  is  used 
not  only  by  the  congregation,  but  also  by 


many  community  organizations.  Because  San 
Francisco  has  no  gay  community  center,  a 
large  number  of  groups — from  a  bridge  club 
to  Alcoholics  Anonymous  to  gay 
Democrats — ^use  meeting  space  at  MCC.  As 
a  result,  the  building  is  not  locked  most  of  the 
time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  take  adequate  safety 
precautions.  While  the  church  is  installing 
unbreakable  glass  in  the  front  windows, 
Mitulski  says  that  no  other  new  safety 
features  are  planned.  “The  only  alternative  is 
just  not  to  let  people  use  the  building,”  he 
said,  “and  we’re  not  willing  to  do  that.” 

Inspector  Joseph  Kennedy  of  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department’s  arson  squad 
called  the  incidents  “really  cowardly  acts.” 
While  police  are  unsure  about  whether  the 
same  individual  or  group  is  responsible  for 
all  five  bombings,  Kennedy  told  GCN  that, 
“You  can  reasonably  assume  that  it’s  the 
same  mentality  that  would  bomb  [a  series  of] 
religious  institutions.” 

While  speculation  has  connected  the 
bombings  to  the  White  Aryan  Resistance,  a 
group  that  allegedly  tried  to  bomb  a  gay  bar 
and  a  synagogue  in  Seattle  last  May, 
Kennedy  could  not  confirm  the  suspicion.  He 
said  that  the  investigation  was  hampered  by 
the  fact  that  a  lot  of  people  and  groups  want 
to  claim  responsibility  for  the  bombings, 
which,  he  said,  “shows  what  kind  of 
moitality  you  are  dealing  with.” 

Keim^y  says  the  police  are  hopeful  about 
the  investigation,  however,  because  a  reward 
for  information  about  the  bombings  has  beat 
offered  by  the  cities  of  San  Francisco,  San 
Leandro,  and  Oakland,  as  well  as  Alameda 
County,  where  the  bombings  have  occurred. 
“Sometimes,  a  reward  is  really  helpful  in 
getting  the  kind  of  information  we  need,” 
said  Kennedy. 

The  incidents  come  in  the  context  of  fairly 
frequent  hate-motivated  attacks  against  gay 
and  lesbian  people  and  institutions  in  the  San 
Francisco  area.  After  a  significant  rise  in 
reported  anti-gay  incidents  locally  last  year, 
which  some  attribute  to  better  reporting. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Why  is  it  that  people  are  willing  to  go  to 
a  movie  and  watch  someone  get  blown  to 
bits  for  no  reason  and  nobody  wants  to  see 
two  girls  kissing  or  two  men  snuggling?  I 
think  the  video  is  romantic  and  loving  and 
has  humor  in  it” 

— Madonna,  on  her  latest  video  that  has 
been  banned  by  MTV,  in  the  New  York 
Tunes.  After  reviewing  the  video  for  “Justify 
My  Love,"  MTV  executives  said  they  would 
not  air  it,  even  though  they  had  promoted  its 
premiere  as  part  of  a  48-hour 
"Madonnathon."  According  to  the  Times, 
the  video  “...portrays  the  erotic  fantasies  of 
the  star  and  a  lover...The  fantasies  involve 
voyeurism,  female  and  male  bisexuality, 
cross-dressing,  mild  sadomasochism  and 
multiple  partners.” 

Rep.  calls  for  early 
review  of  ddl  and  ddC 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  an  unusual 
maneuver,  a  congressional  representative 
recently  circulated  a  letter  among  her 
colleagues  urging  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  to  grant  early  review 
of  two  drugs  used  to  treat  opportunistic 
infections  that  often  affect  people  with 
AIDS.  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  (D — Calif), 
along  with  24  other  members  of  Congress, 
called  on  the  FDA  Nov.  27  to  accelerate  the 
apjproval  process  for  ddl  and  ddC. 

The  representatives  argue  that  early 
review  of  the  two  drugs  is  “necessary  and 
essential.”  They  point  out  that  many  people 
who  have  AIDS  or  who  are  HIV  positive 
have  toxic  reactions  to  AZT,  the  only  drug 
that  has  received  federal  approval  since  the 
beginning  of  the  epidemic.  In  addition,  they 
assert,  an  increasing  number  of  people  do  not 
have  primary  care  physicians,  and  therefore 
cannot  gain  access  to  ddl  or  ddC  drug  trials. 

“If  we  adhere  to  the  standards  of  the  past,” 
the  letter  concludes,  “...then  we  are 
condemning  to  death  all  those  who  can 
benefit  from  the  early  review  and  early 
release  of  these  two  promising  drugs.” 

“It’s  pretty  rare  Aat  something  like  this 
happens,”  said  Andy  lives  of  San  Francisco’s 
Mobilization  Against  AIDS.  lives  told  GCN 
that  he  thought  Boxer’s  initiative  could  have 
real  political  force.  “It’s  kind  of  a  big  deal,” 
he  said. 

Chris  Nealon 

Toronto  approves 
Pride  Day  over 
mayor’s  objections 

TORONTO  —  Despite  the  objections  of 
Mayor  Art  Eggleton,  the  Toronto  City 
Council  officially  declared  a  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Day  last  month,  to  be  held  each 
year  on  the  last  Sunday  of  June.  Along  with 
the  Pride  resolution,  the  council  voted  Nov. 
14  to  adopt  recommendations  on  combatting 
anti-lesbian  and  -gay  violence,  and  on 
fighting  homophobia  in  local  schools. 

According  to  Xtra,  Toronto’s  lesbian  and 
gay  ncwsweckly,  the  decision  to  proclaim  a 
Pride  Day  was  particularly  satisfying 
bccau.se  Eggleton  himself  had  appointed  the 
committee  that  made  the  pro-gay 
recommendations  to  the  city  council. 
Eggleton  has  repeatedly  said  that  he  has 
never  declared  days  for  “minority  groups,” 
although  Xtra  reportes  that  Eggleton 
proclaimed  a  Ukrainian  Week  and  a  Jewish 
Community  Centre  Month  this  year. 

The  Mayor’s  Committee  on  Community 
and  Race  Relations  also  recommended  at  its 
Nov.  14  meeting  that  Toronto  police  begin  to 
keep  track  of  hate  crimes,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Education  introduce  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  into  school  curricula. 

Chris  Nealon 

Prisoners  eliminate 
AIDS  ward 

BETHESDA,  Md.  —  Officials  at  a 
Maryland  prison  shut  down  a  special  cell 
block  for  prisoners  with  AIDS  recently, 
saying  that  prisoners  complained  of  being 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  institution. 
According  to  the  New  York  Native,  the 
prisoners  filed  a  suit  claiming  that  the  AIDS 
unit  was  denying  them  access  to  normal 
prison  activities.  The  suit  was  settled  out  of 
court  with  prison  officials,  who  closed  the 
facility  Nov.  1. 

“The  inmates  weren’t  given  any  special 
medical  care,”  said  Susan  Gauvey,  an 
attorney  for  the  prisoners.  “They  were  just 
put  [in  the  AIDS  ward)  because  nobody  else 
wanted  them.”  Gauvey  told  the  Native  that 
she  was  glad  the  unit  had  been  closed,  and 
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that  she  hoped  the  Department  of 
Corrections  would  establish  accessible, 
voluntary  HIV  testing  in  the  prison. 

The  prisoners  who  were  in  the  former 
AIDS  ward  have  been  moved  to  various 
prisons  around  Maryland. 

Chris  Nealon 

Cities  darken  buildings 
on  World  AIDS  Day 

SAN  FRANCISCO — City  governments 
here  and  in  New  York  City  marked  the  third 
annual  World  AIDS  Day  by  blacking  out 
lights  in  municipal  buildings  and  city  offices 
for  15  minutes  on  Dec.  1.  Some  private 
offices  and  complexes  also  turned  off  lights 
to  mark  the  devastation  caused  by  the  AIDS 
epidemic. 

San  Francisco’s  mayor.  Art  Agnos, 
announced  that  in  recognition  of  the  day, 
sponsored  by  the  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO),  lights  would  be  darkened  from  7:45 
to  8:00  p.m,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  The  theme  of  this  year’s  day  was 
“Women  and  AIDS.” 

Since  Dec.  1  fell  on  a  Saturday,  Agnos 
declared  Nov.  30  “Women  and  AIDS  Day” 
in  San  Francisco,  and  scheduled  a  full  day  of 
activities  at  City  Hall,  including  a  press 
conference  and  a  speak-out  by  women  with 
AIDS. 

WHO  estimates  that  of  10  million  people 
worldwide  who  have  AIDS  or  are  HIV 
positive,  three  million  are  women. 

Laura  Briggs 


Thousands  turn  out 
for  anti-war  demo 

BOSTON — An  estimated  10,000  people 
marched  Dec.  1  in  opposition  to  the  U.S. 
military  build  up  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  the 
Persian  Gulf.  The  demonstration,  one  of 
Boston’s  largest  since  the  Vietnam  War,  drew 
a  diverse  group  of  students,  feminists, 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  disability  rights 
activists,  union  members,  and  Central 
America,  anti-intervention,  and  peace 
activists,  as  well  as  socialist  and  communist 
groups. 

The  “Stop  the  War  Before  it  Starts”  march 
and  rally  was  sponsored  by  the  Emergency 
Coalition,  one  of  four  local  coalition  groups 
to  form  in  opposition  to  the  U.S.  deployment 
in  the  Middle  East.  The  demonstration  was 
held  two  days  after  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  voted  overwhelmingly  to 
approve  the  use  of  force  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
after  Jan.  15.  It  also  came  one  day  after 
President  George  Bush  announced  that  he 
was  optening  negotiations  with  Iraq,  a  move 
that  march  participants  and  spoqkers  claimed 
was  a  concession  to  the  growing  peace 
movement  in  the  U.S. 

Laura  Briggs 

Conference  examines 
Chronic  Fatigue 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C. — Researchers  at  a 
conference  held  here  announced  Nov.  18 
that  they  have  devised  a  blood  test  to  help 
diagnose  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome,  a 
sometimes  debilitating  disease  that  causes 
persistent  exhaustion,  muscle  aches,  and 
other  problems  that  may  continue  for  years. 

Jay  Levy,  an  AIDS  researcher  at  the 
University  of  California  at  San  Francisco, 
announced  that  high  levels  of  a  particular 
white  blood  cell  is  a  unique  “signature”  of 
the  syndrome,  and  can  be  identified  with  a 
blood  test.  Some  researchers  claim  that 
Chronic  Fatigue  is  linked  to  a  retrovirus,  a 
family  of  viruses  that  includes  HIV,  believed 
by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS. 

The  weekend-long  conference, 
“Unravelling  the  Mystery,”  drew  about  400 
researchers,  activists,  and  p)eople  with  the 
disease,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

A  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  researcher  at 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control,  Dr.  Walter 
Gunn,  also  announced  the  formation  of  an 
interagency  coordinating  committee  to 
determine  the  extent  of  the  disease. 

Laura  Briggs 
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When  Illness  Strikes 
The  Family 

Everybody  is  frightened, 
confused,  and  angry. 

Nobody  knows  what  to  do. 
Too  often,  you  strike  out  at 
each  other. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 
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Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
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Oironic  Muscuioskeletai  conditions  resulting  from 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.I-V. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans^Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 
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GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Cinsumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 
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•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 
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•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 
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Weld  includes  gay  people 
on  transition  team 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  praise  the  move  by  the  Republican 
Governor-elect  of  Massachusetts 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON —  Republican  Governor-elect 
William  Weld  has  assembled  a  transition 
team  to  nominate  appointees  to  the  new 
administration  that  includes  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  as  well  as  conservative  Republicans. 
Activists  hailed  the  move,  saying  the 
appointment  of  four  lesbian  and  gay 
community  activists  to  the  78-member 
committee  marked  a  significant  departure 
from  the  homophobia  of  Democrat  Michael 
Dukakis’  administration. 

Committee  members  said  that  they  were 
hopeful  that  the  incoming  administration 
would  include  more  than  token  appointments 
of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  people.  One  area 
where  some  said  gay  and  lesbian 
appointments  could  be  particularly 
significant  is  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services.  Community  activists  have 
repeatedly  fought  with  Dukakis  appointees 
for  increased  funding  for  AIDS  and  health 
care,  as  well  as  waging  a  successful 
campaign  to  reverse  an  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy. 

“It  is  really  apparent  that  this 
administration  is  committed  to  minorities, 
women,  and  gays  and  lesbians,”  said 
Rosemary  Dunn-Dalton,  a  member  of  the 
transition  team  and  a  board  member  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance.  Dalton  told  GCN  that  while 
members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
may  find  reasons  to  be  critical  of  the  Weld 
administration  in  the  future,  she  is 
“enthusiastic”  about  his  support  for  the 
community  at  this  point. 

Representatives  of  the  three  largest  gay 


and  lesbian  organizations  based  in  the 
Boston  area — the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights,  the  Alliance,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus — were  appointed  to  the  transition 
team.  In  addition  to  Dunn  Dalton’s 
appointment  for  the  Alliance,  David 
LaFontaine  was  added  from  the  Coalition, 
and  Arline  Isaacson — from  the  Caucus. 
Vincent  McCarthy,  a  long-time  Democratic 
Party  and  gay  community  activist,  is  also 
part  of  the  committee. 

McCarthy  called  the  appointments  “a  sign 
of  further  advancement”  for  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  He  attributed  Weld’s 
move  to  “the  perceived — and  real — clout  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  vote  in  the  last  election.” 
Many  believe  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
voted  for  Weld  in  significant  numbers,  as 
well  as  serving  as  a  catalyst  for  other 
progressives  to  shift  their  votes  from  the 
conservative  Democratic  nominee,  John 
Silber. 

Weld  “rode  two  horses  home  to  victory,” 
marshalling  both  conservative  and 
progressive  support,  said  McCarthy.  He  said 
he  believes  the  gay  and  lesbian  appointments 
“are  not  tokens,  but  previews  of  coming 
attractions,”  and  anticipates  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  will  “be  represented  throughout 
the  administration.” 

McCarthy  said  that,  to  his  knowledge, 
having  lesbian  and  gay  community 
representatives  on  an  elected  official’s 
transition  team  is  an  unprecedented  event  in 
local  history.  While  McCarthy  was  a 
member  of  Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s 
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Soviet  gay  activists  visit 
U.S.  Capital 

Roman  Kalinin  and  Yvegenia  Debryanskaya  talk  about  the 
'horrible  state  of  AIDS  care  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  share  their 
plans  for  increased  activism  there 


r 

Roman  Kalinin 

By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Two  members  of  the 
Moscow  Union  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
toured  the  U.S.  capital  on  World  AIDS  Day, 
Dec.  1 ,  instead  of  delivering  a  letter  to  the 
Soviet  embassy  demanding  that  their 
government  recognize  and  respond  to  AIDS 
in  the  USSR. 

Fatigue,  not  fear,  was  why  the  pair 
changed  plans  on  the  last  stop  of  their  U.S. 
tour,  according  to  activists  from  ACT 
UP/D.C.,  which  publicized  the  visit. 

Roman  Kalinin  and  Yvegenia 
Debryanskaya  decided  that  there  was  no 
need  to  duplicate  their  Nov.  7  letter-drop  at 
the  Soviet  mission  to  the  United  Nations, 
said  ACT  UP  member  Michael  Petrelis.  He 
said  that  the  two  had  left  a  letter  with  U.N. 
guards  demanding  that  the  USSR,  start  an 
education  campaign  about  HIV,  distribute 
condoms,  and  provide  better  treatment  for 
people  with  HIV,  which  is  thought  to  be  a 
cause  of  AIDS. 

“The  plight  of  gays,  lesbians,  and  people 
with  HIV/AIDS  in  the  Soviet  Union 


continues  to  go  unpublicized,”  said  Kalinin, 
noting  the  tour’s  educational  benefit  “Only 
through  concerted  international  activism  will 
‘gay  glasnost’  ever  occur.  We  have  much  to 
learn  from  our  American  comrades.” 

Upon  his  return  home,  Kalinin  plans  to 
open  a  private  AIDS  clinic  —  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  USSR.  —  that  will  combine 
medical  care,  social  services,  and  political 
action.  “The  state  of  AIDS  care  there  is  just 
horrible,”  he  said. 

Soviet  authorities  estimate  that  more  than 
300  adults  and  200  children  have  been 
diagnosed  with  HIV,  a  figure  many  observos 
fear  underestimates  the  problem,  said  the 
visitors’  translator,  Masha  Gessen. 
Approximately  25  Soviet  gay  men,  16 
children,  and  nine  others  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS,  she  said. 

“While  this  number  is  low  compared  to 
figures  from  other  countries,  it  signifies  a 
five-fold  increase  over  August  of  last  year,” 
said  Gessen,  who  is  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York.  “The  same  authorities  expect 
to  log  200,000  cases  of  full-blown  AIDS  and 
15  million  infections  by  the  year  2000.” 

Lambda  Rising  Bookstore  co-owner  Jim 
Beimett  welcomed  the  visitors  to  a  reception, 
urging  about  30  people  to  donate  high-tech 
hardware  or  money  to  “help  neighbors  from 
a  different  country  get  off  the  ground.” 

“We  know  they  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  a 
Stonewall  in  the  Soviet  Union,”  he  said, 
referring  to  the  1969  uprising  by  drag 
queens,  transvestites,  lesbians,  and  gay  men 
outside  an  unlicensed  New  York  City  gay  bar 
raided  by  police. 

Kalinin,  the  founder  of  the  only  gay  and 
lesbian  newspaper  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
TEMA,  said  that  he  enjoyed  seeing  the 
bookstore’s  “evidence”  of  U.S.  gay  and 
lesbian  culture  “because  our  people  are  real 
when  we  have  our  own  books  and  our  own 
culture. 

“I  dream  of  the  day  when  Russia  wUl  have 
a  store  like  this,”  he  said,  adding,  “Of  course, 
ours  will  be  much  bigger,  like  everything 
else  in  Russia.” 

Kalinin’s  apartment,  which  houses 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Activists  block  rush-hour  traffic  on  Huntington  Avenue,  Nov.  29 


Demo  pushes  for  speedy 
approval  of  ddl 

ACT  UPlBoston  stages  its  largest  ever  action  on  treatment 
issues 


By  Sonia  Shah 

BOSTON  —  More  than  125  activists 
turned  out  for  ACT  UP/Boston’s  Nov.  29 
demonstration  demanding  expedited 
approval  of  ddl,  a  drug  used  to  treat 
opportunistic  infections  that  often  affect 
people  with  AIDS.  The  action,  which  was 
held  at  the  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health 
(HSPH),  was  ACT  UP/Boston’s  largest 
treatment-oriented  demonstration  to  date. 

“Treatmait  issues  don’t  usually  attract  big 
crowds,  like  more  general  issues  do,”  ACT 
UP’s  Stephen  Skuce  told  GCN,  “[but]  the 
message  was  so  clear,  and  for  a  lot  of  people, 
it  was  personal.”  Skuce  also  characterized 
the  demonstration  as  having  “incredibly  high 
energy.” 

Activists  pointed  out  that  the 
demonstration  was  not  aimed  at  HSPH,  but 
was  held  there  because  it  is  the  site  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  AIDS  Clinical  Trial 
Group,  a  government-sponsored  program 
that  tests  new  drugs.  In  fact,  several  HSPH 
staff  members  sported  ACT  UP  stickers,  and 
some  Boston  police  officers,  on  duty  at  the 
action,  signed  letters  to  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  urging  it  to  grant 
approval  of  ddl. 

About  20  activists,  who  had  agreed  to  risk 
arrest,  blocked  the  outbound  side  of 
Huntington  Avenue’s  rush-hour  traffic,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  above-ground  subway 
lines.  The  activists  laid  down  in  the  street, 
their  bodies  stamped  with  names  of  officials 
at  the  FDA  and  the  National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID) 
who  ACT  UP  targeted  as  being  responsible 
for  ddl’s  experimental  drug  status.  There 
were  no  arrests,  which  prompted  Skuce  to 
say  that  it  “got  us  thinking  about  going 
farther  next  time.” 

ACT  UP,  Project  Inform,  a  San 
Francisco-based  AIDS  advocacy  group,  and 
other  AIDS  activists  are  calling  for  Bristol 
Meyers  Squibb,  the  pharmaceutical  company 
that  owns  ddl,  to  file  a  New  Drug 
Application  to  the  FDA  in  early  December. 
They  are  also  demanding  that  the  FDA 
approve  the  drug  within  a  month. 

What  is  ddl? 

According  to  AIDS  activists,  ddl  works 
against  HIV  in  a  in  a  way  that  is  similar  to 
AZT  (the  only  federally  approved  drug). 
However,  ddl  incurs  different  side  effects, 
and  when  alternated  or  used  in  combination 
with  AZT,  is  believed  to  minimize  the 
toxicity  of  both  drugs.  Currently  ddl  and  a 
similar,  less  expensive  drug,  ddC,  are  in 
phase-two  clinic^  trials. 

Although  the  FDA  usually  approves  new 
drugs  after  they  pass  three  phases  of  clinical 
trials — the  third  phase  being  the  longest  and 
spanning  about  two  years  —  AZT  was 
approved  after  phase  two  trials.  “By  the  end 
of  phase  two,  it  was  clear  it  had  an  effect,” 
said  FDA  spokesperson  Brad  Stone.  “AZT  is 
in  may  ways  a  toxic  drug,  but  the  equation 
[of  its  toxicity  and  its  potential  benefits] 
balanced.”  ho  told  GCN. 

AIDS  activists  argue  that  ddl,  and  ddC,  are 
likewise  clearly  effective  and  potentially 
beneficial.  According  to  Project  Inform, 
“Most  sources  within  the  government,  the 
research  establishment,  and  the  affected 
communities  seem  to  agree  that  quick 
licensure...is  the  best  way  to  solve  a  myriad 


for  “the  many  people  who  carmot  tolerate 
AZT  or  no  longer  seem  to  benefit  from  it,  ddl 
seems  a  reasonable  choice  —  if  not  the  only 
choice.” 

Activists  point  out  that,  not  only  have  ddl 
and  ddC  proved  effective  at  the  phase-one 
and  -two  trial  levels,  but  the  FDA  itself 
approved  an  expanded  access  program  for 
ddl.  Over  12,000  people  have  obtained  ddl 
through  the  program,  providing  positive  real- 
world  data  and  furthering  the  case  for  ddl’s 
immediate  approval. 

The  research  and  medical  establishments, 
however,  argue  that  more  trials  of  ddl  are 
necessary  before  approval  is  granted.  The 
May  10  ^ition  of  the  New  England  Journal 
of  Medicine,  for  example,  stated  that  “the 
cUi'.ical  of  ddl  can  be  ectabUched 

only  by  large-scale,  rigorously  controlled 
clinical  trials.”  And  the  FDA’s  Slone  said  that 
the  agency  was  “not  going  to  accept  that 
standards  for  efficacy  could  be  dramatically 
lowered  for  AIDS.” 

But  ACT  UP  questions  whether  the 
standards  are  honest  and  realistic.  “The 
system,  left  to  its  own  device,  will  crawl 
along,”  said  Skuce.  “We  certainly  don’t  want 
a  drug  free-for-all,  but  this  is  an  epidemic  of 
the  young,  the  disadvantaged,  and  it  calls  for 
extreme  measures.”  Skuce  added  that 
immediate  approval  of  ddl,  however,  “isn’t 
even  an  extreme  measure.  It  is  common 
sense.” 

ACT  UP  and  other  AIDS  activists  charge 
that  the  pharmaceutical  companies  are 
motivated  by  profit,  that  the  FDA  is 
motivated  by  fear  of  liability,  and  that  the 
research  establishment  is  interested  in 
science  for  the  sake  of  science.  These 
motivations,  they  say,  ultimately  work 
against  the  effective  treatment  of  AIDS  and 
opportunistic  infections  that  affect  PWAs. 

In  this  case,  the  for-profit  drug  company 
will  want  to  have  ddl  approved  for  use  by 
itself,  and  not  in  combination  with  AZT,  a 
competitor’s  product.  As  a  result,  “the  FDA 
will  probably  disregard  the  data  from 
combination  trials,  depriving  the  drug  of  its 
strongest  support,”  wrote  John  James,  editor 
and  publisher  of  AIDS  Treatment  News. 

Meanwhile,  the  FDA  may  require  proof 
that  new  drugs  are  more  effective  than  AZT. 
Said  James,  “The  right  question  is  whether 
the  new  drug  has  a  place  in  medical  practice. 
How  it  compares  with  AZT  only  matters  for 
those  patients  who  have  a  choice  between  the 
two.”  Not  only  is  AZT  very  toxic  and 
expensive,  it  is  likely  to  lose  its  effectiveness 
after  two  years  of  therapy,  and  many  people 
with  HIV  cannot  use  the  drug. 

Finally,  the  “large-scale,  rigorously 
controlled  clinical  trials”  suggested  by  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  require 
years  to  complete. 

At  this  point,  a  Bristol  Meyers 
spokesperson  told  GCN,  “the  right  thing  to 
do”  is  to  continue  with  the  expanded  access 
program,  the  first  of  its  kind  flowed  by  the 
FDA.  Although  AIDS  activists  see  benefits 
of  the  program,  they  say  it  has  limitations  in 
making  the  drug  accessible  to  all  those  who 
need  it.  For  example,  in  order  to  apply,  a 
person’s  physician  —  not  the  person  himself 
or  herself  —  must  sort  through  the 
paperwork.  Furthermore,  applicants  must:  be 
AZT  intolerant  or  clinically  failing  on  AZT, 
be  unable  to  qualify  for  ddl  clinical  trials. 

Continued  on  page  14 


of  problems  facing  people  v/ith  ADDS,”  and 
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GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feeiings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all 
contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  ^AN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
Inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  In  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to;  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


The  promised  land 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  meaning  to  write  you  a  letter 
for  a  long  time,  but  I  have  put  it  off  and  put  it 
off.  What  is  odd  about  my  procrastination  is 
that  all  1  have  wanted  to  do  is  thank  you  for 
being  with  me  during  the  past  ten  years.  The 
impetus  for  this  letter  is  your  latest  edition  in 
which  the  death  of  Vito  Russo,  the  lesbian 
and  gay  conference  at  Harvard  and  the 
national  election  results  are  covered.  (GCN, 
Nov  11-17,  Vol.  18  #18) 

In  1980,  I  came  out  as  a  gay  man  who  was 
raised  to  be  politically  conscious  and  active, 
but  who  had  not  made  the  connections 
between  the  struggles  of  women,  people  of 
color,  people  with  disabilities,  and  the 
economically  disenfranchised  and  myself.  In 
large  part  it  was  the  depth  of  your  reporting, 
your  passion  for  justice  and  freedom  and 
your  sense  of  humor  that  opened  my  eyes. 
GCN  has  established  a  context  for  me,  a 
context  in  which  I  can  function  as  an  activist, 
a  citizen  and  a  person  affected  by  AIDS. 

Constructing  worlds  that  mi^t  have  been 
is  sometimes  folly.  But  I  wonder:  if  it  had 
not  been  for  GCN,  would  I  now  be  the  one 
who  settles  for  the  semi-closeted, 
factionalized  world  that  Bay  Windows  and  its 
ilk  define  as  Shangri-la?  Perhaps.  What  is 
certain,  however,  is  that  you  have  never 
Jettisoned  concern  for  anybody  for  the  sake 
of  popularity  and  (gulp)  assimilationist 
marketability.  The  promised  land  may  be  a 
long  way  off,  but  choosing  inclusivity  and 
solidarity  makes  the  journey  powerful  and 
sometimes  beautiful.  Isn’t  that  what  Mr. 
Russo’s  life  was  about?  Wasn’t  that  the 
reason  behind  the  conference?  And  isn’t  that 
what  the  voting  results  are  starting  to  reveal? 

Before  my  enthusiasm  gives  way  to 
rhetoric,  I  will  close.  But,  oh  yes,  thank  you. 
Thank  you  for  all  I  have  said  and  the  things  I 
cannot  express  just  yet.  (May  Chris  Nealon’s 
pen  never  run  out  of  ink!) 

Your  brother, 
Ed  Fendor 
Rosl indale.  Mass 

Conference  exciting  and 
inspirational 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  quite  disturbed  by  Ayofemi 
Folayan’s  unbalanced  reporting  of  the  “I  Am 
Your  Sister"  conference.  She  correctly  states 
that  the  conference  site  was  not  totally 
accessible,  but  given  the  site’s  limitations  the 
conference  organizers  made  verifiable  efforts 
to  make  the  event  at  accessible  as  possible  to 
women  with  various  disabilities.  It  is 
inaccurate  to  attribute  their  mistakes  to 
malicious  and  "intransigent  ableism.” 


There  were  a  number  of  areas  in  which  the 
conference  could  have  been  strengthened,  but 
on  the  whole  I  found  the  “I  Am  Your  Sister” 
conference  both  exciting  and  in^irational.  It 
has  encouraged  the  leadership  of  feminists  of 
color  both  nationally  and  internationally  and 
has  been  a  catalyst  for  ongoing  movement 
work  by  both  women  of  color  and  white 
women. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Ayofemi  did  not  diare 
her  criticisms  in  a  more  principled  marmer 
and  that  GCN  did  not  provide  more  accurate 
and  comprehensive  coverage  of  this 
important  event. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara  Smith 
Albany,  N.Y. 

AIDS  phobia  in  poland? 

Dear  GCN: 

This  is  an  open  letter.  I  recently  watched 
the  “AIDS  Quarterly”  on  television,  done  in 
Poland. 

I  was  outraged  at  the  callousness  and 
brutality  of  the  Polish  people,  as  a  whole,  in 
their  treatment  of  AIDS  sufferers. 

One  woman  proudly  bragged  that  had  not 
four  infected  gays  been  driven  from  their 
home,  she  would  have  blown  it  up,  as  she  had 
experience  in  explosives. 

To  think  a  society  that  violates  and 
degrades  the  civil  rights  of  others  so 
blatantly,  would  seek  financial  help  from 
American  taxpayers,  like  myself,  is  indeed 
repugnant.  I  have  written  to  the  Polish 
Embassy  in  Washington  D.C.  to  voice  my 
scorn.  TTie  address  is: 

Polish  Embassy 

2640  16th  St.  N.W. 

Washington  D.C.  20(X)9 

I  hope  others  will  join  me  in  writing  so  that 
perhaps  some  of  the  heart-break  in  Poland 
and  elsewhere  may  be  lessened  in  some  way, 

God  bless  all. 
Yours  sincerely, 
Mrs.  Marian  Logan 
Newton,  Mass. 

Gay  political  clout... 

Dear  GCN: 

On  behalf  of  Mike  Duffy’s  campaign,  we 
would  like  to  thank  the  strong  majority  of  gay 
people  who  in  the  end  voted  for  Mike  as  the 
candidate  best  able  to  further  our  common 
political  agenda.  We  are  also  deeply  grateful 
to  all  of  those,  gay  and  straight,  who 
supported  Mike’s  candidacy  with  their  tme, 
energy  amd  money.  Special  thanks  must  be 
given  to  Rosemarie  Dunn-Dalton,  David 
LaFontaine  and  Will  Hutchinson,  who  alone 
among  established  gay  leaders  had  the 
courage  to  publically  and  unequivocally  back 
Mike.  That  courage  was  needed  for  gay 
leaders  to  support  a  gay  candidate  is  a  sad 
commentary.  But  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  amidst  the  many  overt  and  tacit  threats 
made  in  connection  with  the  Duffy/Rushing 
race,  courage  in  great  measure  was  indeed 
necessary.  In  a  similar  vein,  we  appreciate 
the  strong  endorsement  of  Bay  Windows. 

As  to  Byron  Rushing,  we  congramlate  you 
on  your  victory  and  wish  you  success  in  your 
fifth  term.  We  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
show  the  increased  interest  in  gay  and  AIDS 
related  issues  that  you  have  demonstrated 
since  Mike  announced  his  candidacy.  If  we 
could  ask  one  thing  of  you,  it  is  that  you 
devote  some  of  your  formidable  rhetorical 
skills  to  making  a  major  statanent  on  AIDS 
before  the  entire  House.  We  understand  that 
process  is  critical  in  the  legislative  war 
agaisnt  AIDS.  But  we  hope  that  you  now  see 
that  this  is  only  part  of  an  effective  battle 
plan.  People  are  dying.  Many  of  them  in 
your  district.  AIDS  must  be  kept  a  high 
profile  issue.  We  ask  you  to  please  take  up 
this  fight  with  a  vengeance. 

Several  months  before  the  primaries,  in 
discussing  the  context  and  implications  of 
Mike  Duffy’s  candiacy,  we  spoke  of  the  need 
for  gay  people  to  organize  in  both  political 
parties  in  order  to  effectively  pursue  our 
interests.  Some  of  us  are  Republicans,  some 
Democrats  and  some  Independents.  But  in 
our  unanimous  view  some  Democrats  had  for 
too  long  taken  gay  support  for  granted.  At 
the  same  time,  in  Mike’s  candidacy  and  in 
that  of  Bill  Weld  with  whom  Mike  had 
worked  closely  from  the  outset, we  saw  a 
window  of  opportunity  to  help  forge  a  new 
inclusionary  Republican  Party  in 
Massachusetts.  Many  scoffed  at  this  view. 

Recent  political  history  has  proven  these 
critics  wrong.  It  was  Republican  Bill  Weld, 
not  homojAobe  Democrat  John  Silber,  who 
with  Mike’s  encouragement  reached  out  to 
and  was  strongly  embraced  by  the  gay 
community.  Thanks  to  the  willingness  of  a 
few  key  gay  leaders  and  most  gay  voters  to 
deal  with  Bill  Weld  as  a  person  r^o^  than  a 
representitve  of  a  party  and  of  Bill  Weld  to 
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SAFER  SEX  AND 
DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

CC^/V offers  fhese  guidelines  for  ail  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  In  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  gel  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  tor  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV 
transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  lor  a  very  tew  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  tisting,  linger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-inlected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  couldbe  transmitled  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people 
make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or 
HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  corriorlable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  It  you 
and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don1  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians 
have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  lucking.  On  the  condonns,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  it  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  It  HIV-intected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  it  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  lemale  eiaculate.* 

•  Use  latex  gloves  lor  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  ol  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  In  your  skin 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
arid  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  spenn  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don1  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  sate. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  ol  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  tight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Oon1  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  It  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  alter  each  injection  as  lolkNrs:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  neede  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  14)  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren1  pfastic  in  water  tor  af  least  1S 
minules.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  dean  your  works.) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AOS  Hoftne  1  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Commtiee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Laino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston;  (617)  252-7248 

AIDS  Action  Cormvtlee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Tasklorce,  Boston;  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Healtti  Criss  (GNUC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

Nanonal  Mmonty  AIDS  Council  (NMAC)l  Washinglon.  D  C  :  (202)  544-1076 

Vromen's  AIDS  Network,  San  Franasco:  (415)  864-4376 


SPEAKING  OUT 


A  whole  new  day  for  the  party: 
Giving  us  a  voice 


listen  and  to  take  our  concerns  to  heart,  we 
now  have  a  Governor  who  has  committed 
himself  to  positions  on  gay  and  AIDS  issues 
far  more  progressive  than  any  sitting 
Governor  we  are  aware  of.  Governor-elect 
Weld  knows  that  the  gay  vote  may  well  have 
put  him  over  the  top  and  that  he  can  ignore 
our  interests  only  at  his  peril.  In  Bill  Weld, 
we  expect  to  find  a  much  better  friend  than 
we  have  had  in  any  of  predecessors. 

Bill  Weld’s  victory  and  Mike  Duffy’s 
strong  showing  against  a  straight,  liberal 
Democrat  in  an  overwhelmingly  Democratic 
district,  reveal  a  radical  transformation  of 
gay  politics  in  Massachusetts.  Coalition 
founder  David  LaFontaine,  commenting  on 
the  role  of  gay  support  in  Weld’s  victory,  put 
it  best  when  he  said,  “We  have  sent  a 
message  to  the  Democrats  that  when  they  put 
a  hate-monger  at  the  helm,  we  will  sink  the 
ship."  Similarly,  Byron  Rushing’s  gay 
supporters  readily  acknowledge  that  their 
man  will  now  better  represent  our  interests 
because  of  Mike’s  strong  challenge. 

For  the  first  time  in  this  state,  gay  people 
have  clearly  seen  our  potential  for  direct 
poltical  clout.  This  showing  of  electoral 
power  is  the  next  step  in  the  progression 
from  the  lobbying  success  demonstrated  in 
the  passage  of  the  Gay  Rights  Bill.  In  the 
future,  our  concerns  are  much  less  likely  to 
be  dismissed  or  our  support  taken  for  granted 
by  either  party.  We  view  the  Governor’s 
race  and  the  contest  for  the  Ninth  Suffolk 
seat  in  the  State  House  as  harbingers,  not 
aberrations.  These  races,  if  nothing  else, 
have  made  many  people  less  likely  to  think 
in  cliches.  This  alone  opens  endless  political 
possibilities,  hopefully  including  many 
future  campaigns  by  openly  gay  candidates. 

So  long  as  we  continue  to  realize  as  a 
community  that  we  may  have  certain  definite 
common  intersests,  whatever  our  differences 
may  be,  and  that,  in  the  poltical  arena,  we  do 
no  have  “friaids”  in  either  party  independent 
of  these  basic  interests,  proigess  will  always 
be  possible.  We  look  foward  to  the  day  when 
we  will  face  political  choices  where  ail  sides 
respect  our  concerns  as  a  matter  of  course 
and  we  will  never  again  be  put  in  the 
position  of  having  to  sink  a  ship  piloted  by  a 
John  Silber.  In  order  to  get  from  here  to 
there,  however,  we  must  continue  to  oiganize 
within  both  parties  so  as  to  expand  our 
influence  and  to  vigorously  rock  the  boat 
when  one  or  the  other  veer  off  course. 

Sincerely, 

Rich  Tafel 
Mark  Goshko 
Bob  Guinto 
Franco  Campanello 
Boston,  Mass. 

Banned  in  Central  Square 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  fortunate  enough  to  work  with  a 
wondaful  group  of  people.  We  are  a  mixed 
group;  gay  men,  lesbian  and  straight  and 
enjoy  being  together.  Our  bar  of  choice  has 
been  Gertrude’s,  a  women’s  bar  in  Central 
Square.  It  was  a  place  that  we  all  enjoyed 
and  felt  comfortable.  It  was  a  place  that  we 
patronized  many  times  each  week.  This 
ended  tonight. 

Tonight  I  was  informed  that  men-only  had 
to  wear  a  jacket  and  tie  and  pay  a  $15  cover 
charge.  This  is  unacceptable.  I’ve  been  very 
fortunate  in  my  lifetime  not  to  be  directly 
discriminated  against  because  of  my 
sexuality.  I  felt  very  hurt  and  angry  last 
night;  hurt  and  angry  that  I  was  being 
discriminated  against  by  my  own  people. 

I  was  told  by  the  woman  at  the  door  that 
there  are  many  men’s  bars  in  town  but  only 
two  women’s  bars,  and  women  have 
complained  of  the  men  patronizing  their  bar. 
I’ve  heard  this  argument  before  and  I  don’t 
get  it.  Sexism,  racism,  homophobia  and 
separatism  all  share  in  that  they  are  hateful 
and  hurtful.  My  lesbian  friends  are  my 
sisters.  They  are  beautiful  and  contribute  to 
my  life  in  a  very  special  way.  We  all  fight  the 
same  fight!  We  all  fight  a  society  not 
accepting  of  alternative  lifestyles,  a  society 
that  discriminates. 

Later  that  evening,  the  manager  of 
Gertrude’s  explained  to  me  that  they  have 
experienced  some  problem  with  straigjit  men 
harassing  women  staff  and  patrons,  and  thus 
have  chosen  this  policy  to  solve  the  security 
problem.  This  problem  however 
discriminates  against  men.  It  doesn’t  allow 
me  the  right  to  be  with,  enjoy  and  support 
my  friends.  I  feel  very  sad  about  this. 

A  policy  which  makes  it  diffictilt  for  men 
to  enter  doesn’t  make  Gertrude’s  any  safer. 
This  bar  is  located  in  Central  Square  and  this 
is  a  tough  neighborhood.  I  want  to  suggest 
that  security  is  the  problem,  not  men.  The 
solution  that  you  have  created  does  not 
effectively  diminish  the  possibility  of  future 
harassment  and  it  should  still  be  a  concern 


By  Richard  Braun 

On  September  18th,  the  course  of  politics 
within  the  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
community  of  Massachusetts  was 
permanently  shifted.  Bill  Weld  and  John 
Silber  each  confronted  the  pollsters  and 
pundits,  leaving  the  gay  community 
scrambling  for  a  voice.  On  that  day,  the 
stage  was  set  for  a  republican  realignment 
whose  effects  wDl  be  felt  for  years  to  come. 

Massachusett’s  oldest  gay  political 
organization,  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  never  did  find  its 
voice  in  this  election.  Instead,  newer  groups 
more  capable  of  identifying  and  flowing  with 
the  tidal  wave  of  electoral  anger  rode  it  to  a 
historic  victory:  installing  the  first  gay¬ 
positive  governor  into  the  Comer  Office  at 
the  State  House,  ever.  Even  the  Boston 
Globe  has  credited  these  new  gay 
organizations  with  the  narrow  margin  of 
victory  Bill  Weld  cannot  afford  to  ignore 
over  the  next  four  years. 

The  image  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  as  a  monolithic  political  force 
has  also  been  forever  altered.  Because  gay 
people  come  in  all  colors,  classes,  abilities 
and  backgrounds,  our  community  cannot  be 
considered  the  “single-issue”  constituency 
John  Silber  criticized  so  often.  Bill  Weld 
learned  early  a  lesson  we’ve  been  trying  to 
teach  for  years:  the  gay  vote  cannot  be  taken 
for  granted;  our  votes  must  be  earned. 

Predictably,  Bill  Weld  has  been  the  brunt 
of  racism  and  classism  among  people  who 
charge  that  a  millionaire  WASP  cannot 
effectively  champion  the  causes  of  the  poor 
and  the  disenfranchised.  Those  who  truly 
disregard  the  color  of  a  pjerson’s  skin  and  the 
balance  in  one’s  bank  account  may  find 
promise  in  the  character  of  our  governor- 
elect. 

The  most  powerful  lesson  sent  out  by  this 
year’s  election  is  that  the  politics  of  the  closet 
are  now  ancient  history.  On  the  Friday 
before  election  Day,  Bill  Weld  delivered  a 
powerful  message:  “When  it  comes  to 
divisiveness,  when  it  comes  to  setting  people 
against  people,  when  it  comes  to  setting 
groups  against  groups,...  when  it  comes  to 
homophobia,  when  it  comes  to  negative 
attitudes  and  thinly-veiled  hatred  of  this  sort. 
I'm  going  to  be  an  abolitionist!”  By  opjenly 


for  both  staff  and  patrons.  I  realize  that 
security  is  costly  and  Gertrude’s  is  a  young 
bar,  however  operating  out  of  Central  Square 
requires  security  to  be  a  top  priority.  Indigo, 
another  women’s  bar  in  Central  Square  deals 
with  it  appropjriately,  Gertrude’s  needs  to  do 
the  same  —  without  prejudice. 

Michael  Ciolino 
Brighton,  Mass. 

GLAAD's  formula  for  success 

Dear  GCN: 

This  fall,  GLAAD  [Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation]  turns  five 
years  old.  Having  just  resigned  as  its  most 
tenured  board  member  (and  long-time 
volunteer).  I’d  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
for  reflection. 

Although  GLAAD  rose  in  response  to 
media  AIDS  hysteria,  the  organization  kqjt  a 
focus  on  gay-sp)ecific  issues.  Many  members 
later  helpied  form  ACT  UP  in  direct  response 
to  the  health  crisis.  Recently,  Queer  Nation 
has  in  turn  sprung  from  ACT  UP  as  a 
lesbian/gay  direct  action  group.  Despite 
initial  fears  of  each  community  organization, 
probably  predating  GAA  [Gay  Activists 
Alliance],  we  do  have  enough  resources  to 
support  more  groups.  If  new  voices  are 
allowed  to  be  heard,  the  vacuum  that  is  left 
will  be  filled. 

While  achieving  media  response  and 
creating  media  events  for  our  community, 
GLAAD  has  grown  with  over  a  dozen 
chapters  throughout  the  country.  Rather  than 
holding  “power”  closely,  it  let  others 
duplicate  the  successful  form  la  of 
organizing  grassroots  action.  Thus,  GLAAD 
became  one  of  our  largest  civil  rights  groups 
for  lesbians  and  gay  males. 

Now,  with  notoriety  comes  community 
expectations.  When  a  homophobic  TV 
sitcom  is  aired,  people  consider  GLAAD 
responsible  for  action.  Rightfully  so. 
GLAAD  continues  to  spread  the  word  and 
react  to  most  incidents  pointed  out 

But  if  you  call  in  that  complaint  or  even 
write  that  check  to  a  monolithic  activist 
group,  don’t  consider  yourself  off  the  hook. 


embracing  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
our  governor-elect  took  the  gamble  of  losing 
his  right-wing  support.  His  success  now 
sends  the  message  to  future  candidates  for 
office  that  courting  the  gay  vote  is  the  path 
toward  victory,  not  defeat. 

John  Silber  charged  that  people  who  bolted 
the  Democratic  Party  in  this  election  are 
“Kamakaze  liberals”,  beneath  contempt  and 
clearly  too  stupid  to  deserve  to  vote. 
Fortunately,  no  IQ  test  is  required  either  to 
qualify  as  a  candidate  or  to  qualify  for 
voting.  Most  importantly,  a  candidate’s 
ability  to  work  with  other  people  ranks 
higher  with  the  voters  than  does  his  or  her 
raw  IQ. 

The  era  of  the  “church-basement  liberal”  is 
over.  Those  who  sit  around  meeting  in  the 
church  basements  of  Cambridge,  holding 
their  noses  up  at  the  prospect  of  supporting 
candidates  who  don’t  agree  with  every  last 
one  of  their  issues,  had  exactly  zero  influence 
in  this  year's  critical  elections.  The  era  of  the 
obsequious  lobbyist  is  equally  over;  the  time 
has  come  to  demand  more  of  every  one  of 
our  leaders,  rather  than  to  heap  praise  on  (or 
kiss  the  butts  of)  those  who  merely  decline  to 
oppose  us. 

A  Republican  realignment  of 
Massachusetts  has  come  to  pass,  after  being 
rumored  for  many  months.  Shifts  within  the 
state  Senate  have  handed  us  a  more 
conservative  legislature,  but  the  good  news  is 
that  the  reign  of  Billy  Bulger  is  headed 
toward  an  end.  The  best  news  about  this 
shift,  howevCT,  is  that  lesbian  and  gay  people 
have  rapidly  come  to  recognize  their  power 
in  shaping  the  attitudes  of  these  newly 
elected  officials.  Republicans,  traditionaly 
thought  to  be  hostile  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
people,  desperately  need  our  support  if  they 
are  to  maintain  their  forward  momentum. 
That  six  out  of  nine  incumbent  Republican 
state  senators  voted  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights  bill  in  1989  should  not  be 
forgotten,  either. 

Lesbians,  gay  men,  and  bisexuals  are  first 
and  foremost  people,  just  like  everyone  else. 
Many  of  our  concerns  are  shared  by  even  the 
most  conservative  of  legislators;  witness  the 
success  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights  in  attracting  even  right-wing 
extremists  like  Senator  Kirby  to  co-sponsor 
the  pending  hate-crimes  bill.  True 


Organizations  like  GLAAD  are  unique 
because  they  don’t  rely  on  a  staff  of  lawyers 
or  lobbyists.  They  rely  on  grassroots 
volunteers  like  you.  Today,  our  community  is 
counting  on  you  to  get  others  involved  in 
demonstrating,  writing  letters,  or  making 
phone  calls. 

This  holiday  season,  give  thanks  for  our 
community’s  growth  by  getting  your  friends 
involved  with  a  group  fighting  for  our  rights. 
Give  them  a  membership  or  subscription  to 
goad  them  onward.  It’ll  be  a  gift  for 
everyone. 

Chuck  Edwards 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Is  there  a  pen  pal  for  me? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  spent  nearly  15  years  of  my  life 
confined  in  “prison”  (institutions, 
penetentaries,  “correctional”  facilities,  or 
whatever  category  they  go  under).  Even  the 
official  name  may  not  apply — it  may  have 
been  given  for  public  relations  reasons. 

I  have  seen  the  abuse  among  the  gay 
population  many  are  led  into 
situations — “conned.”  Others  are  gang 
raped.  One  reason  is  over  crowding  by 
which  many  are  the  “innocent”  who  intrude 
upon  a  system  where  one  group  survives 
(literally)  by  constantly  assaulting  its 
authority  by  whatever  means — even  force. 
One  becomes  categorized  a  fag. 

Gays  are  sex  objects  only  in  prison  with 
little  or  no  personal  regard  to  feelings.  The 
terminology  of  love  and  caring  relationships 
that  seems  so  natural  to  the  outside  gay 
community  can  be  misconstrued  in  the 
prison  setting.  The  warm  embrace  of  gay 
brothers  can  elicit,  “Man,  look  at  those 
faggots — ^looing  for  some  d — .” 

The  very  reason  many  seek  outside 
correspondence — to  build  meaningful 
relationships  or  just  offer  friendly  gay 
advice.  There  are  gays  in  prison  who  never 
get  a  letter — they  have  no  one  and  are  quite 
lonely  inside.  A  desperate  need  to  be  heard. 


advancement  lies  in  our  ability  to  work  with 
other  people  and  to  find  common  ground, 
rather  than  in  the  erection  of  ghettoes  walled 
off  from  the  rest  of  reality.  The  real  power  of 
our  community  lies  in  its  votes-and  those  of 
our  allies-which  we  can  wisely  use  to  force 
Republicans  and  Democrats  alike  to  reckon 
wi^  our  issues. 

The  election  of  Bill  Weld  should  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  significant 
victories  of  the  Massachusetts  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  rather  than  merely  as  a 
passing  milestone  in  our  efforts  against 
homophobes  like  John  Silber.  New 
legislation  proposed  by  our  community— such 
as  sodomy  repeal,  gay  marriage,  rights  of 
survivorship,  hospital  and  prison  visitation 
rights-  has  its  best  chance  of  quick  passage 
evCT,  now  that  Micheal  Dukakis  is  finally  on 
his  way  out.  When  it  comes  to  right-wing 
attacks  on  our  community.  Bill  Weld  willl  be 
much  quicker  with  his  veto  pen  than  Michael 
Dukakis  ever  was.  And  those  of  us  with 
public-policy  experience  are  even  invited— 
right  now— to  apply  for  work  work  within  the 
Weld  administration. 

“It's  a  whole  new  day  for  the  party,” 
according  to  Bill  Weld  at  a  meeting  with  gay 
activists  one  month  before  his  election.  The 
hatred  put  forth  by  the  likes  of  Steven  Pierce 
and  John  Silber  have  no  place  in  the 
governor’s  office,  and  the  Republican  Party 
has  come  to  its  day  of  reckoning  with  the 
Massachusetts  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual 
community.  It’s  time  for  us  to  encourage  this 
type  of  outreach,  rather  than  push  it  aside. 
TTiis  does  not  mean  that  any  of  us  must  set 
aside  our  personal  values,  but  rather  that  we 
should  look  for  common  ground. 

One  of  the  most  serious  challenges  facing 
new  leaders  emerging  within  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  is  that  of  pulling  men  and 
women  together,  in  the  face  of  a  long-term 
recession  which  threatens  to  pit  genders 
against  one  another  along  with  the  fault  lines 
of  economic  class.  This  issue,  and  others, 
will  demand  a  lot  from  the  best  and  the 
brightest  among  us.  Let’s  be  thankful  that 
the  election  season  is  over,  and  that  it  has 
brought  forward  many  new  and  capable 
individual  of  both  genders  and  all 
backgrounds. 


accepted  and  belong  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  gay  community.  (lam  one  of 
those  people).  I  have  seen  other  men  in 
prison  who  glean  names  from  every 
available  source  and  carry  on 
correspondence  with  literally  hundreds  of 
people.  Their  purposes  may  be  entirely 
innocent.  On  the  other  hand,  they  may 
manipulate  others  by  gently  milking  their 
corresjxjndents — a  dollar  here,  five  there. 
Some  carry  on  multiple  romances.  It  is  a 
game  with  them,  but  heartbreak  for  lonely 
jjeople. 

Sadly,  the  exploitation  works  both  ways.  I 
caution  both  to  proceed  honestly  and 
fairly — without  fear  of  disillusion  on  either 
part.  Prison  can  have  a  bitter  legacy 
behind — if  one  is  left  all  alone.  I  want  the 
readers  of  GCN  to  be  aware  of  the  need  for 
pen  pals  to  gay  prisoners  like  myself.  Is 
there  a  pen  pal  for  me? 

Your  truly 
James  Mills 
Box  149 
AtUca,N.Y.  14011-149 


BLACK  HISTORY 

MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute 
articles, artwork  or  ideas  for  our 
special  Black  History  Month 
Issue  to  be  published  in 
February?  Maybe  you'd  like  to 
help  coordinate  this  GCN 
tradition  and  help  make  this 
year's  Black  History  Month  Issue 
our  very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in 
Features  at  (617)  426-4469  to 
discuss  ideas,  or  drop  us  a  line 
at  GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Speaking  out  against 
violence  against  women 


BOSTON — More  than  100  women  and  men  turned  out  for  a  rally  and  vigil  Dec.  I  at 
Franklin  Reid,  the  site  of  the  exceptionally  brutal  rape  and  murder  of  Kimberly  Rae  Harbor. 
Chanting  “We’re  tired,  we’re  pissed,  we’re  sick  of  being  dissed,”  the  racially  diverse  crowd  of 
young  and  old  people,  local  residents  and  feminist  aaivists  expressed  outr^e  at  the  violence 
against  women  and  girls  on  the  streets  and  in  their  homes. 

The  event  was  the  first  step  of  “A  Campaign  for  Change,’’  which  some  activists  said  could  be 
the  most  significant  alliance  between  white  feminists  and  feminists  of  color  in  Boston  since  the 
mid-1970s,  when  a  multi-cultural  group  organized  against  the  serial  murders  of  13  Black  women 
here. 

Participants  braved  the  cold  for  nearly  two  hours,  holding  sims  referring  to  incest,  rape, 
battering  and  Harbor’s  murder.  Drivers  passing  the  busy  comer  frequently  expressed  support 
for  demonstrators.  Followinp  a  short  rally,  participants  lit  candles  and  held  a  silent  march. 

Harbor’s  murder  sparked  outrage  both  beause  of  its  brutality  and  beause  police  and  media 
downplayed  the  event  Harbor  was  raped  repeatedly,  beaten  ana  stabbed  more  than  100  times, 
reportedly  by  a  group  of  at  least  eight  young  men  who  had  gone  out  looking  for  women  to  rob 
on  Halloween  night 

Community  aaivists  have  criticized  the  low-key  handling  of  the  case,  comparing  it  to  New 
York’s  Central  Park  jogger  case  and  Boston’s  btuaa  murder,  both  of  which  were  widely 
publicized  by  the  press,  police,  and  city  officials.  Aaivists  say  that  details  of  Harbor’s  murder 
were  not  released  for  19  days  following  her  attack  because  she  was  Black,  a  prostitute,  and  a 
drug  user,  in  contrast  to  the  white  victims  whose  assaults  were  the  subjea  of  sensationalistic 
headlines. 

The  vigil  was  sponsored  by  Community  Programs  Against  Sexual  Assault,  the  Roxbury  Multi- 
Service  Center,  Women  Arainst  Violence,  the  Alpha-Omega  Church,  and  Women  of  Color  for 
Reproductive  Freedom.  The  event  was  also  attended  by  members  of  a  range  of  other 
organizations,  including  the  Dorchester  Women’s  Committee,  Free  My  People,  battered 
women’s  shelter  and  rape  crisis  workers,  and  the  Reproduaive  Rights  Network. 

—  Laura  Briggs 

and  lesbian,  women’s,  and  people  of  color 
communities.”  Said  Isaacson,  “We  have 
more  strength  working  together  and 
supporting  each  other’s  candidates.” 

While  few  believe  that  Weld,  a  newcomer 
to  state  politics,  will  appoint  many  people 
other  than  trusted  advisors  to  his  closest 
circle,  Dunn  Dalton  said  that  representatives 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  had 
submitted  three  names  for  cabinet-level 
positions.  In  addition,  she  said,  gay  and 
lesbian  committee  members  have  received  a 
significant  number  of  rdsumds  for  other 
appointments.  Durm-Dalton  added  that  the 
r6sum6  solicitation  process  has  brought  a 
number  of  people  more  publicly  out  of  the 
closet. 

“I  think  we  have  a  good  chance  of  getting 
some  gay  and  lesbian  people  and 
progressives  to  head  agencies  and 
commissions,”  said  Isaacson,  adding,  “I  do 
believe  that  they’ll  put  [lesbian  and  gay 
people]  in  a  few  meaningful  positions,  in 
public  health,  AIDS-related  positions,  in  the 
MCAD  [Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination],  and  in  education.”  ■ 
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VOLUNTEER 

AT  ecN 

CALL  426-4469 

...  OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY 
62  BERKELEY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
TO  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 


Bombings 

r  '  j  L. 

Continued  from  page  I 

Ming-Yeung  Lu  of  Community  United 
Against  Violence  told  GCN  that  this  year, 
“our  statistics  have  pretty  much  stabilized  at 
85  to  95  incidents  per  quarter.”  Lu  called  the 
firebombings  a  “vocalization  of  the  hatred 
that  is  out  there”  against  Jewish  and  gay  and 
lesbian  people. 

“These  incidents  give  us  a  sense  that  there 
is  room  for  coalition  building  between  the 
Jewish  community  and  the  gay  community, 
as  well  as  between  Asians,  Blacks,  and 
Hispanics,”  said  Lu. 

— filed  from  Boston 

Weld 

Continued  from  page  3 

committee  as  an  openly  gay  man,  he  was  not 
appointed  because  of  his  role  in  the  gay 
community.  The  inclusion  of  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  is  certainly  a  departure  from  the 
practices  of  the  often  homophobic  outgoing 
Dukakis  administration. 

The  diversity  of  the  transition  team,  which 
includes  a  number  of  women,  people  of 
color,  and  liberal  Democrats,  in  addition  to 
gay  and  lesbian  activists,  has  raised  a  few 
eyebrows  in  conservative  Republican  circles. 
L^st  month,  committee  member  and  state 
Sen.  Robert  Buell  (R-Boxford),  publicly 
criticized  the  composition  of  the  transition 
team,  giving  air  to  conservatives'  fears  that 
the  new  administration  would  include  too 
many  liberals. 

According  to  Isaacson,  a  number  of 
members  of  the  transition  team  who  are 
women,  people  of  color,  and/or  openly  gay 
have  met  to  strategize  about  ensuring 
adequate  representaticHi  of  members  of  those 
communities  in  the  new  administration. 
Isaacson  told  GCN  she  was  hopeful  that  “we 
all  strive  to  forward  the  names  of  people  who 
will  well  represent  the  interests  of  the  gay 
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Allen  Barnett 

‘Unfortunately,  life 
has  followed  art...’ 


Author  Allen  Barnett  talks  about  his  short  story  collection  and 
life  as  a  gay  writer 


By  Walta  Borawski 

lien  Barnett  is  a  gentleman  of 
letters,  which  is  what  I  expected 
after  savoring  his  exquisitely 
written  The  Body  and  Its 
Dangers  and  Other  Stories  (St.  Martin’s 
Press,  New  York,  1990).  He  is  soft  spoken, 
articulate  and  opinionated,  and  one  gets  the 
impression  he  reads  as  well  as  writes. 

I  consider  his  book  gay  literature,  AIDSS 
literature,  of  the  highest  order,  and  he  took  no 
exception  to  this  categorization.  “I’m  tired 
of  people  who  say,  ‘I’m  a  writer,  and  then 
I’m  gay’,  I  mean,  come  on,  Blanche,  either 
you’re  gay  or  you  aren’t.  My  stories  are 
peopled  with  gay  charecters,  and  that  makes 
them  gay  stories,  whether  I  like  it  or  not.  I 
will  say  that  I  am  very  disappointed  when  I 
walk  into  Three  Lives  bookstore,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  bookstores  in  New  York  City, 
and  see  that  my  book  is  in  the  gay  area  and 
not  out  there  with  the  other  books  of  fiction; 
that  kind  of  bothers  me.  I  don’t  mind  being 
regarded  as  a  gay  writer,  but  I  hate  to  see  my 
book  only  in  the  gay  section.” 

Barnett’s  influences  and  favorite  writers 
come  from  within  and  without  the  gay 
community.  He  like  the  novels  of  Barbara 
Pym:  “She  showed  us  that  one  can  write  the 
same  story  over  and  over,  and  make  it  fresh 
every  time.”  He  sometimes  strives  for  a 
quality  he  has  found  in  a  piece  of  music  by 
Riilip  Glass:  “This  is  what  I  wanted  my  story 
‘Snapshot’  to  sound  like  —  a  very  cold 
surface,  with  heat  and  passion  beneath.  The 
icy  surface  is  going  to  break  and  you’re 
totally  engulfed  in  the  tumult” 

He  feels  that  AIDS  literature  began,  in  a 
big  way,  with  Thom  Gunn’s  beautiful  poem 
“Lament,”  written  about  and  for  the  death  of 
Allan  Noseworthy  (Gunn,  like  Barnett  is  a 
gay  writer  with  a  truly  elegant  style).  “I 
discovered  Gunn  when  I  was  a  sophmore  in 
college,  and  his  phrase  ‘vulnerable  and 
tender  men’  shows  up  at  least  twice  in  my 
book.  I  like  “Lament”  because  there  are 
stories  in  that  poem. 

“When  I  was  writing  The  Times  as  It 
Knows  Us’  I  had  Samuel  Barber’s  ‘Adagio 
for  Strings’  in  my  head —  I  was  striving  for 
that  emotional  line  that  doesn’t  break.” 


Music  certainly  is  to  be  found  in  Barnett  s 
book-  whether  it  is  an  aria  from  Tosca  or  a 
line  from  a  Cole  Porter  sone.  In  “Succor,”  the 
character  Kerch  may  be  found  in  Rome,  but 
he  has  brought  Tin  Pan  Alley  with  him: 
“Whenever  blues  becomes  my  only  song,  I 
concentrate  on  you.”  And  in  “Snapshot”  the 
narrator  tells  us  “I  found  myself  singing  the 
lyrics  to  ‘All  the  Things  You  Are’  without 
even  knowing  its  title.”  He  is  subsequently 
informed  by  his  older  male  friend  that  he  has 
a  “nice  voice.. .small  but  sweet.  Like  Blossom 
Dearie.” 

Barnett  lists  Tillie  Olsen  and  Andre 
Dubus —  both  writers’  writers —  as  two  main 
influences.  “Olsen  is  somebody  I  have 
aspired  to.  I  feel  I  gained  permission  from 
her  Tell  Me  A  Riddle  to  try  to  find  an 
unsentimental  but  emotional  line.  Dubus’s 
novel  Seperate  Flights  somewhat  helped 
me —  to  work  with  a  longer  form.” 

Barnett  is  not  currently  working  on  a 
novel.  “Something  is  gestating  in  my  head,” 
he  says,  “but  I  am  not  yet  sure  if  I  have  one 
character  or  two.” 

He  struggles  with  the  reality  that  he  is  not 
likely  ever  to  get  rich  or  even  financially 
independent  from  his  writing.  He  will  earn 
more  money  from  The  New  Yorker’s 
publication  of  his  story  “Philostogy,  Now 
Obscure”  than  her  will  from  his  oitire  short 
story  volume  that  contains  that  story  (in  its 
original  version,  before  suggestions  made  by 
The  New  Yorker’s  editors).  Sometimes  thCTe 
are  almost  giddy  momoits  when  he  realizes 
people  are  finding  his  work.  A  friend  called 
to  say  that  the  cover  of  The  Body  and  its 
Dangers  was  reproduced  with  a  glowing 
report  on  the  book  in  a  recent  copy  of 
Entertainment  Weekly.  But  for  the  most  part 
he  must  deal  with  the  fact  that  movie  ri^ts. 
which  sometimes  make  the  work  of  a  fiction 
writer  financially  rewarding,  will  not  pertain 
to  him.  “American  Playhouse  [responsible 
for  the  filming  of  Norman  Rene’s  Longtime 
Companion]  isn’t  going  to  rush  out  for 
another  AIDS  movie.” 

But  Barnett  gets  a  certain  amount  of 
comfort  from  being  in  the  company  of  fine 
writers  who  never  became  exactly 
mainstream.  “Virginia  Woolf  is  as  underrated 
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t  is  not  surprising  to  find  the  names  of 
Barbara  Smith,  Jewelle  L.  Gomez, 
Audre  Lorde  and  Pat  Parker  all  listed  in 
the  table  of  contents  of  a  particular 
book.  Known  for  their  visibility  as  Black 
lesbian  feminists,  their  presence  in  The 
Black  Women's  Health  Book:  Speaking  for 
Ouselves  is  a  surprising  validation  of  the 
sweeping  perspective  of  this  moving 
testimony  to  the  courage  of  Black  women. 
Forty  women  collaborated  on  this  anthology, 
edit^  by  Evelyn  C.  White,  who  was  inspired 
by  the  story  of  a  26-year-old  Chicago  woman 
who  died  from  an  undiagnosed  coronary 
conditon  after  rescuing  her  mother  and  small 
children  from  a  burning  building. 

That  kind  of  determination  is  replicated  in 
many  of  the  personal  accounts  of  challenging 
and  overcoming  disease  that  are  woven 
together  in  a  compelling  tapestry,  like  the 
Ghanaian  kente  cloth  that  is  reproduced  as 
the  book’s  cover.  From  poetry  and  personal 
stories  to  essays  and  interviews,  the  message 
of  empowerment  through  wellness  is 
celebrated  on  every  page.  In  "Breathing  Life 
into  Ourselves:  The  Evolution  of  the 
National  Black  Women’s  Health  Project,” 
Byllye  Avery  talks  about  ending  the 
conspiracy  of  silence  that  has  been  imposed 
on  Black  women,  and  therefore  the  pattern  of 
suffering  and  violence  and  stresses  that 
create  disease.  Avery  was  instrumental  to  this 
process  by  speaking  out  in  nearly  100  self- 
help  groups  that  have  evolved  from  the  first 
conference  sponsored  by  the  NBWHP  in 
1983. 

Poet  and  storyteller  Opal  Palmer  Adisa 
talks  about  coping  with  stress  in  her  essay, 
“Rocking  in  the  Sunlight:  Stress  and  Black 
Women,”  in  which  she  declares:  “I  don’t 
know  one  black  woman,  regardless  of 
educational  status,  economic  condition,  or 
social  position,  who  is  not  faced  with  stress.” 
Poetry  brackets  this  collection  of  essays, 
which  begins  with  the  wry  voice  of  Kate 
Rushin’s  ptoem,  “In  Answer  to  the  Question: 
Have  You  Ever  Considered  Suicide,”  and 
ends  with  Lucile  Clifton’s  hopeful  poem, 
“New  Bones.” 

This  book  was  especially  helpful  to  me  as 
a  Black  lesbian  with  diabetes,  lupus  and 
hypertension,  because  it  affirmed  the  healing 
power  of  speaking  our  truth,  something  I 
personally  profess  as  a  writer  myself.  In 
“The  Best  Foot  Foward:  A  Black  Woman 
Deals  With  Diabetes”  Berkeley  journalist  K. 
Malaika  Williams  tells  the  story  of  Juanita 
Bryant,  who  did  not  realize  that  she  was  at 
risk  for  the  condition,  although  both  her 
mother  and  one  of  her  sisters  are  diabetic 
(and  even  though  diabetes  is  the  third  leading 
cause  of  death  after  cardiovascular  disease 
and  cancer  for  African-Americans). 

Medical  sociologist  Vida  Labrie  Jones  tells 
how  many  Black  women  are  not  accurately 
diagnosed  as  having  lupus  and  instead  are 
accused  of  being  hypochodriac  in  her  essay, 
“Lupus  and  Black  Women:  Managing  a 
Complex  Chronic  Disability.” 

One  in  three  African-Americans  is  affected 
by  hypertension,  known  as  the  “silent  killer” 
because  it  has  no  dramatic  symptoms  to 
announce  its  presence.  Chicago  Tribune 
news  reporter  Pamela  Sherrod  chronicles  her 
own  process  of  coming  to  terms  with  the 
reality  of  high  blood  pressure  in  “Controlling 
Hypertension.” 

There  are  several  essays  on  living  with 
cancer.  One,  excerpted  from  A  Burst  of 
Light  by  Audre  Lorde,  includes  her 
impassioned  declaration:  “Battling  racism 
and  battling  heterosexism  and  battling 
apartheid  share  the  same  urgency  inside  me 


as  battling  cancer.  None  of  these  struggles  is 
ever  easy...”  Janis  Coombs  Epps,  another 
cancer  survivor,  tells  of  the  terror  that 
grabbed  her  when  she  was  first  diagnosed  in 
“On  Cancer  and  Conjuring.” 

In  cm  interview  with  Andrea  Lewis,  health 
activist  Beverly  Smith  talks  about  the 
devastating  impact  of  AIDS  on  Black 
women,  who  represent  more  than  50  percent 
of  all  women  with  AIDS.  According  to 
“AIDS:  In  Living  Color,”  Beth  Richie’s  piece 
“The  lack  of  AIDS  prevention  programs  in 
communities  of  color,  the  lack  of  primary 
health  care,  and  the  virtual  absence  of  social 
and  emotional  support  for  Black  women  with 
AIDS  have  exacerbated  the  problem.”  Imani 
Harrington,  an  HIV-positive  woman, 
searingly  speaks  to  the  issue  in  her  poem, 
“Aid  of  AMERICA.”  Gloria  Lockett,  co¬ 
director  of  COYOTE,  (Call  Off  Your  Old 
Tired  Ethics);  the  sex  workers  advocacy 
organization  based  in  San  Francisco,  talks 
about  “Black  Prostitues  and  AIDS.” 

Julia  A.  Boyd,  a  psychotherapist  from  the 
Seattle  area,  explains  how  white  feminist 
therapists  can  be  more  sensitive  to  the  ethnic 
and  cultural  issues  of  the  Black  women  who 
see  them  in  her  essay  entitled,  “Ethnic 
Diversity  in  Feminist  Therapy:  Keys  to 
Power.”  She  tells  about  her  white  therapist 
friend  declaring  friendship  and  her  reaction: 
“Thinking  back  on  it,  I  guess  I  could  have 
given  Beth  an  answer  during  lunch.  But  how 
do  you  tell  a  white  woman  that  it’s  still 
politically  dangerous  to  have  white  folks  for 
best  friends,  even  if  it  is  the  1990’s  ...  Mama 
always  taught  me  that  the  dollar  bill  was  a 
Black  person’s  best  friend....” 

Melissa  Blount,  herself  a  recent  medical 
school  graduate,  tells  of  early  role  models  in 
her  article,  “Surpassing  Obstacles: 
Pioneering  Black  Women  Physicians.”  Less 
than  one  percent  of  the  more  than  half  a 
million  doctors  in  this  country  today  are 
Black  females.  Vanessa  Northington  Gamble 
reveals  the  pain  of  the  racism  and  sexism  she 
experienced  while  in  medical  school  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  “On  Becoming 
a  Physician:  A  Dream  Not  Deferred.” 
Lorraine  Bonner’s  journal  entries,  “Doctor’s 
Journal:  Healing  from  the  Inside  Out,”  were 
made  while  she  participated  in  a  research 
study  on  collaborative  health  and  exposes  the 
difficult  choices  she  has  been  forced  to  make 
as  a  physician. 

The  Black  Women's  Health  Book: 
Speaking  for  Ourselves  is  a  comprehensive 
compilation  of  personal  pieces  on  an 
asssorted  array  of  subjects,  ranging  from 
spiritual  to  emotional  to  physical  health.  The 
consistent  quality  of  the  other  portions  of  this 
anthology  are  impressive  in  their  ability  to 
tackle  topics  such  as  incest  and  childhood 
sexual  abuse,  domestic  violence, 
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Holly  Near 


Closer  to  Near 


Holly  Nears  autobiography  pushes  the  boundaries  of  the 
lesbian  tell-all 
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Holly  Near  with  Derk  Richardson 
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ire  in  the  Rain  breaks  a  taboo  of 
women’s  music  and  lesbian  culture 
against  the  People  magazine  tell-all 
story.  Lesbian  “stars,”  most  of  them 
musicians  like  Holly,  have  often  been 
interviewed,  but  never  about  their  personal 
sex  lives.  This  came  about  because  of  the 
feminist  strategy  to  avoid  creating  or 
promoting  “media  stars,”  despite  their 
undeniable  existence:  making  a  record,  or 
being  lead  singer  of  a  band,  is  a  role  our 
whole  cultural  conditioning  tells  us  is  a 
“star.”  Journalists  have  attempted  to 
minimize  the  personal  lives  of  the  “non¬ 
stars”  and  to  emphasize  the  achievements  of 
women  in  other  roles  such  as  side  musicians, 
producers,  and  technicians. 

The  mass  media  are  also 
uncharacteristically  restrained  in  recounting 
the  lives  of  living  lesbian/gay  celebrities.  An 
argument  has  been  made  that  the  de¬ 
emphasis  on  personal  lives  is  closely  related 
to  the  recent  arguments  for  outing:  that,  due 
to  homophobia,  the  popular  press  doesn’t 
write  about  the  personal  lives  of  lesbian/gay 
celebrities  the  way  it  covers  those  of  straight 
stars.  As  a  result,  we  lack  role  models  who 
are  honest  about  their  lives.  Some  may  feel 
that  the  travails  of  the  rich  or  famous  are 
irrelevant  to  the  lives  most  people  lead,  but 
the  ongoing  popularity  of  tell-all  stories 
proves  that  for  some  reason,  lots  of  people 
have  a  craving  for  them. 

A  generous  amount  of  Holly  Near’s 
autobiography,  Fire  In  the  Rain.. .Singer  in 
the  Storm,  is  about  her  sexual  adventures. 
She  is  so  honest  and  self  exposing  that  I  kept 
feeling  that  I  really  did  not  want  to  know  so 
much  about  her  as  she  was  willing  to  tell. 
She  describes  herself  as  having  had  two 
“sane”  relationships,  and  the  rest  of  her 
sexual  activities  involve  behavior  about 
which  you  don’t  hear  too  many  lesbian  love 
songs.  These  include  one  night  stands  with 
men  and  sleeping  with  women  who  are  in 
long  term  relationships.  She  describes 
herself  as  non-monogamous,  leading  “a  life 
that  does  not  seem  to  be  about  coupling  or 
settling.” 

For  a  lesbian  feminist  celebrity  to  speak 
ho  lestly  about  her  life,  and  to  get  it 
publish*^  by  a  mainstream  publisher  in  a 
'.on  exploitative  way.  may  be  a  step  foward 
'  ard  helping  the  straight  public  see 
i/gay  lives  on  an  equal  basis  with 
the.  ...  The  drawback  is  that  as  the  first  to  do 


this.  Holly  becomes  the  most  prominent  role 
model  and  public  image  of  lesbian  feminism. 
As  we’ve  seen  in  the  parallel  experiences  of 
Barney  Frank,  these  are  tight  shoes  for  a  real 
human  being  to  fill.  Holly’s  description  of 
her  sex  life  is  not  going  to  provide  the  public 
image  a  lot  of  lesbians  would  like  to  have, 
and  also  disturbing  is  her  use  of  the  term 
“lesbian”  in  describing  herself. 

“My  lesbianism  is  not  linked  to  sexual 
preference.  For  me,  it  is  part  of  my  world 
view,  part  of  my  passion  for  women  and 
central  in  my  objection  to  male  domination. 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  deny  myself 
heterosexuality  or  my  fascination  with  a 
certain  kind  of  male  eno-gy.” 

Although  there  have  been  controversies 
regarding  transsexuals,  our  community  has 
otherwise  held  the  belief  that  any  biological 
woman  is  free  to  define  herself  as  a  lesbian. 
In  any  case,  there  is  no  entity  to  pass 
judgment  and  stop  Holly  from  doing  this. 
But  calling  herself  a  lesbian  and  then  writing 
a  book  that  describes  her  ongoing  sexual 
involvement  with  men  is  certainly  not  going 
to  help  the  lesbian  community  explain  itself 
to  the  straight  world. 

Holly’s  resistance  to  the  use  of  the  term 
"bisexual,”  seems  either  bi-phobic  or 
uninformed.  As  to  why  she  does  not  use  the 
term  “bisexual”  she  states  “No.  I  am  too 
closely  linked  to  the  political  perspectives  of 
lesbian  feminism.”  Given  that  the  purpose  of 
her  career  is  to  communicate  political 
messages,  I  don’t  know  why  she  is  unaware 
that  bisexuals  may  share  the  political,  if  not 
the  sexual,  ideals  of  lesbian  feminism. 

I  did  find  much  of  value  in  Fire  in  the 
Rain....  despite  my  misgivings  about  Holly’s 
personal  life.  Although  I  hesitate  to  separate 
the  personal  from  the  political,  the  strength 
of  the  book  is  in  her  account  of  her  political 
education  and  activism. 

I  had  always  thought  that  Holly  came  from 
a  red  diaper  family,  bom  into  the  world  with 
a  left  political  analysis,  so  I  was  surprised  to 
learn  that  although  her  parents  were  liberal 
for  the  farm  community  where  she  grew  up, 
she  was  quite  naive.  When  she  was  on  the 
1971  “Fuck  the  Army”  (FTA)  tour  with  Jane 
Fonda,  their  Filipino  host  asked  the  FTA  cast 
not  to  give  hand-outs  to  begging  children, 
insisting  that  this  would  interfere  with  the 
starving  children’s  development  of 
revolutionary  ardor.  Of  the  ensuing 
arguement  among  the  cast  about  the  ethics  of 
this.  Holly  endearingly  writes,  “I  didn’t  know 
what  I  thought..”  . 

That  sentence  really  brought  me  back  to 
the  ’60s,  when  so  many  of  us  from  the  white 
middle  class  were  virtually  barraged  with 
radical  politics,  and,  to  be  perfectly  honest. 
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Erotic  art  from  Japan 

Sadao  Hasegawa's  gay  male  images  are  moody  and  intense 


Sadao  Hasegawa;  paintings  and 
drawings 
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Reviewed  by  Brian  Scott  Carr 

When  you  think  of  male  erotic  art,  most 
likely  the  names  that  come  to  mind  are  the 
famous  North  American  artists  who  have 
earned  their  well-deserved  reputations  and 
are  so  much  a  part  of  gay  male  culture  today. 
But  thanks  to  a  gorgeous  new  book  of  work 
by  Japanese  artist  Sadao  Hasegawa,  it  is  clear 
that  this  artist  also  deserves  his  place  with 
other  great  talent. 

In  the  early  ’80s,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
stage  in  New  York  City  the  first  major 
exhibition  of  Japenese  male  erotic  art.  Of  the 
175  enteries,  I  included  a  small  collection  of 
Sadao  Hasegawa  artwork.  The  majority  of 
those  attending  admitted  that  they  had  not 
really  thought  about  erotic  art  from  Japan 


other  than  the  hetero-inspired  “Shunga” 
wood  cuts,  the  ancient  “how-to”  guide  for 
sexual  positions. 

Prior  to  1980,  the  only  way  to  see 
Japanese  male  art  was  in  the  popular  gay 
magazine  Barazoku,  available  only  in  Japan 
or  through  Japnenese  bookstores.  TTiis 
magazine  complied  with  the  overzealous 
censorship  laws  and  were  not  permitted  to 
show  male  genitalia  without  a  netting  or  thin 
silk  covering.  (It  takes  little  effort  to  imagine 
what  was  hidden  from  view.) 

This  book,  introduced  by  Fritz  Stall, 
professor  of  Asian  Studies  at  Berkeley,  is 
beautifully  printed  and  organized.  The  intro 
gives  anyone  not  familiar  with  Hasegawa  a 
real  insist  into  the  art  and  what  may  be  his 
sources  of  inspiration. 

The  colors  are  moody  and  intense — as  is 
some  of  the  subject  matter — but  I  am 
convinced  that  this  book  is  not  solely  of 
interest  to  Japanophiles.  The  quality  of  Sado 
Hasegawa’s  work  shines  through  and  the 
book  should  prove  to  be  a  valued  asset  to  any 
home  library  and  is  beautiful  for  display.  ■ 


Threads  of  anger, 
intelligence  and 
humor 


Riq  Hospodars  new  book  of  poetry 


To  You  In  Your  Closets 

Riq  Hospodar 

Stone  Soup  Poetry,  Boston  1 990. 

43pp,  paperback 

Reviewed  by  Chris  Nealon 

Riq  Hospodar  has  something  of  an 
oppositional  view  of  the  world.  He  sees  with 
perfect  clarity  the  hypocrisy  of  the  literary 
establishment,  the  pretentiousness  of  so 
many  of  literature’s  practitioners,  and  the 
filthy  intermingling  of  capitalist  greed  with 
other  evils,  including  homophobia.  This 
consciousness,  this  awareness  of  having 
inherited  a  largely  unappealing  world,  is  the 
backdrop  for  some  wonderful,  funny,  incisive 
poans  in  To  You  In  Your  Closets. 

In  “This  Is  A  Little  Flower,”  for  instance, 
Hospodar  assembles  a  vivid  list  of  details 
and  presents  them  as  a  slide  show,  letting  the 
images  feed  on  each  other  as  he  releases 
them,  one  by  one: 

This  man  was  hanged  along  with 
seventeen  ugly  persons. 

(click) 

This  is  a  Panamanian  triple-necked 

lizard 

(click) 

This  is  our  favorite  tree  on  a  warm 
Sunday. 

And  so  on.  What  works  so  well  in  the 
poem  is  that  form  critiques  its  amtent:  that 
is,  as  the  poet  presents  iKXTible,  exotic,  and 
domestic  images  next  to  each  other  as  part  of 
a  single  “show”  without  any  more 
explanation  that  the  “click”  of  a  projector,  he 
also  exposes  the  cynicism  of  his  audience, 
for  whom  horrible  hangings  are  like  exotic 
wildlife.  But  the  audioice,  nonetheless,  still 
needs  the  reassuring  intermission  of  their 
“favorite  tree.”  The  net  effect  is  to  reduce  all 


TO  YOi;  IN- 
YOI  K  Cl.OSKtS- 

AM)  OTHKK  POKM.S 
by  RIQ  HOSPODAR 


the  images  to  building  blocks  in  a  pointless, 
passive  piece  of  “entertainment” — a  little 
slide  show.  The  poem  stands  as  a 
condemnation  of  how  highly  packaged,  how 
anaesthetic  both  suffering  and  beauty  have 
become  in  the  “information  age.”  It  works 
because  it’s  furmy,  and  because  each  image 
in  the  “show”  is  so  deftly  rendered. 

Hospodar  is  also  angry  at  artists  who  fall 
for  that  an-aesthetic,  at  those  who  strive  for 
“prettiness”  without  a  sense  of  contradiction 
or  struggle.  In  “The  Last  Haiku,”  an  unamed 
“man”  sits  by  “some/rivCT”  and  contemplates 
the  butterflies  swirling  around  him. 
“Life/when  watched,”  the  man  concludes,  “is 

Continued  on  14 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  EdgerV  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH  R-  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUSTK 
HEALTH 

669  Somervile  Ave. 
Somarvila.  MA 
Poner  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  SL 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

SpoHord.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  BroatNvay 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  136.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boybton  St. 

Boston.  MA02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Si. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)8735310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  RELD, 
HARMONY  HOUST1C 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DS.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  8  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-202-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-2338067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  wirtdowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambrldge/SomerviHe 
References  aviUlable 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(506)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  8  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Mirintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  4438130  Anytime 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)6239096 


COUNSELING 

URIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.O.,  PhD 

Child  atvf  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  arid  their  children 
(506)  3537512 
Close  to  Boston 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indhr,  cxMjples.  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Beinnont/Brighton  464-1553 


FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  (3ochituale  Rd.  rt.  30 
Framungham,  MA  01701 
(506)  6230133 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  . 
Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klauker,  LICSW 
(506)  4736950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  M A  02146 
(617)  7337860 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  ProcaccinI,  LICSW 
44  Bllings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  M  A  02171 
(617)  7830137 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
colective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Sotnenrille,  MA  02144 
(617)  7739232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)8736110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  Si. 

Boston,  MA02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CArhbridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  02138 
(617)  8738438 

WOMENS  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOaATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boybton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  /Vnorexia,  Bulimia, 
CompubNe  Eating 


Ortgoing  group  lor 
lesbians  artd  bbexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Ml  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)9234289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundrabers, 
cocktal  parlies,  business 
functions,  jolning/union 
ceremoniee 
(508)  6830217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  4234469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  3335356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  (Tartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sal.  35  Wed.-Frt 

39  Walk-In  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOaATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)2638122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St..  Boston.  MA 
(Medical  Canter  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Senrices:  267-09(X)) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4337588 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  heaRh  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  rrxtnthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)7732271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  SI.,  PO  Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-803352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

hielp  from  Kar>d8-or>  public/ 
private  sector  executive* 


Carr^idQe/  Boston 
(617)863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
UCKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FL  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Carrbridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  137,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic. 
Massage  6  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  •  A  Club  lor  Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM,F4PM-2AM.Sat.9PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9PM-1  AM 


business  owner-author-flrrV 
oommis  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 


serving  the  gay/lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  ttyjvoice 
6 -11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


11)6  'Ifis  Miz'  satire  is  perfect . . . 
ifs  worth  the  whole  evening!" 
-Kern  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

"  Expiosively  funny  bifs!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik.  WBZ-TV 
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A  philosophical 
approach  to 
homosexuality 

Confronting  theories  of  the  origins  of  gay  ness 


Homosexuality:  A  Philosophical 

Inquiry 

Michael  Ruse 

Basil  Blackwell,  Cambridge  Mass,  1 990 
$15.  95  paper,  299  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Edward  Stein  and  Paul  Bloom 

Why  are  some  people  gay  and 
others  not?  This  important 
question  affects  how  we  look  at 
ourselves,  the  people  around  us, 
and  the  society  we  live  in.  While  a  lot  has 
been  written  on  this  topic,  there  have  been 
few  careful  attempts  to  take  a  hard  look  at  it 
from  the  theoretical  perspective  afforded  by 
philosophy.  This  is  unfortunate,  because  the 
issues  surrounding  the  origins  of  sexual 
orientations  are  muddled,  and  eliminating 
this  sort  of  confusion  is  presumably  one  of 
the  things  philosophers  do  best.  What  clearly 
is  needed  is  for  someone  to  write  a  critique 
of  the  theories  and  prejudices  surrounding 
questions  of  sexual  preference. 

Michael  Ruse’s  book.  Homosexuality:  A 
Philosophical  Inquiry,  purports  to  be  such  a 
critique.  It  consists  of  two  parts:  the  first  is  a 
discussion  of  the  origins  of  homosexuality, 
the  second  is  an  ethical  inquiry  into  such 
questions  as  whether  homosexu^ty  should 
be  regared  as  a  sickness,  a  perversity,  or  a 
moral  wrong.  While  Ruse’s  ethical 
arguments  are  interesting,  the  innovative  part 
of  this  book  is  his  discussion  of  why  some 
people  are  gay  and  others  are  not. 

(Another  innovative  feature  of  book  is  that 
Ruse  is  straight  but  his  book  does  not  reveal 
this  fact,  either  explicitly  or  implicitly;  he  is 
unbiased  and  quite  sympathetic  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  SevCTal  people  we  know  who 
have  read  this  book  were  convinced  that 


Ruse  was  gay.)  Although  Ruse  clearly  and 
cleverly  describes  competing  theories  that 
get  discussed,  there  are  several  important 
ways  in  which  he  goes  wrong.  These  flaws 
are  worth  discussing,  because  they  reflect 
general  problems  in  how  many  people 
approach  these  issues. 

First  of  all,  there  are  sins  of  omission. 
Ruse  fails  to  acknowledge  that  from  the 
standpoint  of  scientific  inquiry,  it  is  a  mistake 
to  focus  only  on  the  origins  of 
homosexuality.  Ruse’s  failure  to  appreciate 
this  shows  up  even  in  the  book’s  title;  why 
not  Heterosexuality:  A  Philosophical 
Inquiry!  What  is  really  of  interest  is  the 
origin  of  sexual  orientations  of  any  (and 
every)  sort.  This  is  more  than  a  plea  for  equal 
time  for  heterosexuals  and  bisexuals;  any 
serious  discussion  of  theories  of 
homosexuality  must  evaluate  these  theories 
in  terms  of  how  well  they  can  explain  all 
sexual  orientations.  There  is  temptation  to 
assume  that  since  heterosexuality  is  “the 
norm”  it  needs  no  explanation.  This  is  a 
mistake — explaining  why  a  heterosexual 
woman  wants  to  engage  in  penis-vagina 
intercoiu'se  is  no  easier  than  explaining  why 
a  gay  man  wants  to  engage  in  anal 
intercourse  with  a  man.  Ruse  seems  to 
know  this  but  he  never  directly  addresses  the 
puzzle  of  non-homosexual  orientations, 
leaving  his  critical  analysis  limited. 

Even  the  particular  way  that  Ruse  focuses 
on  homosexuality  is  problematic.  From  the 
very  start  of  the  book,  he  adopts  some  strong 
(and  mostly  implicit)  assumptions  about 
homosexuality  and  bases  the  discussion  of 
the  rest  of  the  book  on  them.  These 
problematic  assumptions  show  up  in  several 
places:  most  notably,  in  his  discussion  of 
social  constructionism,  his  adoption  of  the 
Kinsey  scale,  and  in  his  review  of  diferent 
theories  about  “gay  genes.” 

Roughly,  social  constuctionism  is  the  view 
that  concepts  Uke  “heterosexual”  “gay  man,” 
and  “lesbian”  are  not  categories  of  a 
scientific  theory  but  rather  pick  out 
constructs  that  exist  relative  to  a  particular 
culture,  specifically  ours.  In  other  words, 
constructionists  deny  that  “homosexual” 
should  be  viewed  as  the  same  sort  of  concept 
as  “Hydrogen  atom”  or  “person  over  six  feet 
tall,”  and  instead  take  it  to  be  a  term  like 
’’shortstop”  or  “yuppie”  which  are  more 
social  inventions  than  part  of  an  objective 
reality.  Constructionists  do  not  deny,  of 
course,  that  there  have  always  been  people 
who  prefer  physical  intimacy  with  those  of 
their  own  sex  and  others  who  prefer  it  with 
people  of  the  opposite  sex,  but  they  do  deny 
that  this  way  of  splitting  up  people  is 


scientific  and  culture-independent.  If  the 
constructionists  are  right,  then  it  is  a  mistake 
to  lump  together  those  who  engage  in 
homosexual  sex  in  Twentieth  Century  North 
America  with  those  who  engaged  in 
homosexual  sex  in  Ancient  Greece.  Or  worse 
still,  to  lump  together  (as  some  scientific 
studies  do)  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  America 
with  rats  that  engage  in  same-sex  intercourse. 

Ruse  only  discusses  the  most  extreme  sort 
of  constructionist  view  and  then  quickly 
dismisses  it.  This  is  inappropriate,  particuarly 
given  the  popularity  of  constructionism  in 
lesbian  and  gay  studies.  Ruse  frequently  talks 
about  homosexuals  and  heterosexuals  as  if  he 
were  a  doctor  talking  about  people  with 
blood  type  A  and  blood  type  B.  At  least  to 
some  extent,  this  just  has  to  be  the  wrong 
approach.  Even  if  social  constructionism  is 
mistaken,  it  is  unlikely  that  our  intuitive 
categories  of  sexual  behavior — gay,  straight 
and  bisexual — will  turn  out  to  be  the 
categories  explained  by  an  advanced  theory 
of  sexual  orientation.  This  rejection  of 
seemingly  natural  ways  of  looking  at  the 
world  happens  all  the  time  in  emerging  fields 
of  knowledge;  contrary  to  what  we  first 
thought,  whales  are  mammals,  not  fish,  and 
glass  is  a  liquid,  not  a  solid.  It  would  be 
surprising  if  the  notions  of  sexuality  picked 
up  on  the  streets  and  off  of  bathroom  walls 
turned  out  to  be  true. 

Ruse’s  own  definition  of  homosexuality  is 
strongly  influenced  by  the  Kinsey  scale,  the 
standard  diagnostic  for  sexual  orientation 
used  by  many  researchers  working  with  the 
field  of  human  sexuality  to  carry  out  certain 
empirical  studies.  This  scale  assigns  every 
person  a  number  from  zero  to  six,  according 
to  how  they  repond  to  a  series  of  questions 
about  their  sexual  desires  and  practices.  Zero 
stands  for  exclusive  heterosexuality  and  six 
stands  for  exclusive  homosexuality.  One 
major  problem  with  the  scale  involves  its 
handling  of  bisexuality.  Everyone  who  is 
neither  primarily  heterosexual  nor  primarily 
homosexual  is  classified  as  either  two,  three 
or  four.  So  the  scale  lumps  together  people 
who  are  not  attracted  to  either  sex,  people 
who  are  strongly  attracted  to  both  sexes, 
stragiht  women  who  have  occasional  lesbian 
fantasies,  gay  men  who  as  teenagers  have 
had  sex  with  women,  and  so  on.  Ruse 
spends  only  a  couple  of  sentences  discussing 
bisexuality  and  never  returns  to  it  (except  in 
the  context  of  Freud’s  view  that,  in  some 
sense,  everyone  is  bom  bisexual),  leaving 
bisexuals  trapped  in  the  limbo  between  two 
and  four.  As  a  result.  Ruse’s  discussion  of 
different  theories  of  the  origin  of  sexual 
preference  suffers  markedly.  For  instance, 
none  of  the  sociobiological  theories  that  he 
reviews  gives  any  hint  of  how  to  explain  the 
existence  of  bisexuals.  This  is  just  another 
instance  of  Ruse  failing  to  see  that  a  theory 
of  homosexuality  has  to  also  be  a  theory  of 
heterosexuality  and  bisexuality.  This  is  not 
to  deny  that  there  is  an  important  insight 
behind  the  Kinsey  scale — many  pieople  do 
end  up  at  one  of  the  extreme  jjoles  of  sexual 
orientation — but  Ruse’s  uncritical  adoption 
of  a  undimensional  scale  impoverishes  the 
depth  of  his  analysis. 

A  final  problem  emerges  in  Ruse’s  chapter 
on  sociobiological  theories.  From  the 
standpoint  of  sociobiology,  the  continued 
existence  of  homosexuals  is  a  puzzle. 

Cona'nued  on  II 
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OUR  NAMES  will  be  the  major  piece  of  artwork  in  the  new  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  scheduled  to  open  in  early 
1991  This  magnificently  sculpted  wall  of  marble,  granite,  and  limestone  will  pay  tribute  to  the  strength  and  generosity 
of  New  England's  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  its  friends  OUR  NAMES  will  be  the  powerful  inscription  of  2500  names 
that  represent  the  enormous  contribution  of  this  community  toward  the  struggle  for  basic  human  rights  for  lesbian  and 
gay  people  everywhere  ^  It  will  recognize  the  compassion  and  energy  that  has  made  this  community  a  model  of  what  is 
best  in  the  human  spirit  ^  OUR  NAMES  is  your  name. 

OUR  NAMES  IS  A  GIFT  THAT  WILL  LAST  FOREVER! 

Each  name  will  be  inscribed  for  a  donation  of  $  1 00.00  toward  the  completion  of  the  new  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
^  OUR  NAMES  will  make  a  beautiful  holiday  gift  whether  for  yourself  or  a  friend-  a  gift  of  hope  and  caring  that  will  last 
forpver  An  acknowledgement  of  your  gift  will  be  sent. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


I  WANT  TO  GIVE  A  GIFT  THAT  WILL  LAST  FOREVER!  Please  list  the  following  name(s)  as  part  of  OUR  NAMES  (individuals'  names  only). 
Middle  initials  may  be  used.  Groups  and  couples  may  elect  to  have  their  names  next  to  one  another.  List  the  names  in  the  order  in  which 
you  would  like  them  to  appear.  If  you  would  like  names  with  a  hyphen  between  them,  please  insert  a  hyphen  between  those  names. 

1-.  2. 

address/phone 

address/ohone 

s  lid  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

fr*'  m; 

send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

from: 

3. 

4. 

add'ess/phone 

address/phone 

sen<  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

fron.: 

send  a  gift  acknowledgement:  yes  no 

from: 

Check  made  payable  to  FCHC  Building  Project  or 
^rd  Number 

Mastercard:  VISA:  AmFjc 

Expiration  Date 

Name  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card!  - 

Address 

please  return  this  form  to:  OUR  NAMES,  FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA  021  IS.  For  further  information  call  617/247-CARE. 


“Next  to  going  to  confession  on 
a  Saturday  afternoon,  watch¬ 
ing  Two  in  Twenty  is  one  of 
my  favorite  things  to  do.” 


The  world’s 
'  only  lesbian  soap  opera 

is  still  available!  This  collector’s 
item  is  the  perfect  holiday  gift  for  your 
girlfriend,  your  grandmother,  or  yourself 

Send  check  w 

IWOinIWENTY 


—  Kate  Clinton 


Tape  A  (episodes  1  &  2) 

_ copies  @  $39-95  = 

Tape  B  (episodes  3  A  4) 

- copies  @  $39-95  = 

Complete  Series  (3  tapes;  5  episodes 

&  outtakes)  _ copies  @  $99-95  = 

T-Shirts  with  2  in  20  logo  (Circle  your 
size:  M  L  XL )  _ shirts  @  $8-00= 


P-O-  Box  105,  Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  625-7882 

All  videos  are  close  captioned  for 
hearing  impaired  vieiver. 


I  Sweatshirts  (XL  only)  | 

I  _ shirts  @  $16.00=  _  . 

Shipping/handling  ($6/tapes,  $2/shirts):  _ 

Total:  _ 

I _ _ I 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  LITERA  TURE 


New  England's  most  com¬ 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 


673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-11PM  Sun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


HEALING  SERVICES 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Tuesday  •  December  11, 1990  •  7:30pm 
First  Congregational  Church  (ucc) 

95  College  Avenue  •  Somerville,  Massachusetts 

For  information  about  this  service  or  registration 
for  the  conference  (617)  628-7665 

Sponsored  by  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  (617)  638-7665 


For  all 

THOSE 
AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 


186  Hampshire  St.  Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

A  lOmlnute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


Books  Journals  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses 
Cards  Posters 

Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


10-6  Tues,  Wed,  ^ri.  Sot/ 10-9  Thurs/12-6  Sun 


Barnett 

Continued  from  7 

as  a  writer  can  get,”  he  says  with  a  chuckle. 
"The  industry  is  about  her  life,  not  her 
work.” 

In  “Philostorgy,”  Barnett’s  main  character 
goes  back  to  Chicago  to  tell  his  former 
roommates  and  lovers  that  he  has  HIV.  Their 
responses  range  from  avoidance  to  climbing 
out  of  a  window  in  a  restaurant  to  cut  the 
visit  short.  “Unfortunately,  life  has  followed 
art,”  says  Barnett,  who  was  recently 
diagnosed.  “I  had  one  woman  friend  say  to 
me,  in  response  to  my  telling  her  of  my  fear 
of  the  side-effects  of  interferon,  ‘Well,  you’ll 
incorporated  it  into  you  life’  and  ‘Well,  I 
know  it’s  scary.’  Movies  are  scary,  I 
thought,  this  [his  illness]  is  like  walking 
along  reading  a  magazine  and  suddenly 
looking  down  and  I’m  hovering  over  an 
abyss. 

“I  find  that  most  straight  women  and  men 
see  this  ‘as  only  a  gay  disease’  —  they 
cannot  face  what  we  are  facing,  and  they 
can’t  face  us  because  of  what  we  are  facing.” 

Health 

Continued  from  7 

reproductive  health,  substance  abuse  and 
recovery,  or  homophobia.  My  excitement  at 
having  found  this  book  parallels  the 
experience  of  a  new  member  of  a  sorority:  I 
feel  as  though  I  have  just  been  welcomed 
into  a  circle  of  loving  and  wiser  sisters,  who 
will  be  present  with  me  as  I  navigate  the 
troubled  waters  of  stressful  life  in  the  ’90s.  I 
know  that  not  only  am  I  not  alone  on  this 
journey  but  I  have  a  clear  and  helpful  guide 
in  The  Black  Women's  Health  Book: 
Speaking  For  Ourselves.  It  is  a  book  that 
celebrates  the  power  of  Black  women  and 
provides  a  window  of  hopefulness  for 
everyone.  ■ 

Philosophical 
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Sociobiologist  claim  that  much  of  human 
behavior  is  not  learned,  but  is  instead 
determined  by  the  process  of  natural 
selection  acting  on  genes,  which  leads  to  the 
persistence  of  behavioral  traits  that  are 
beneficial  to  reproduction.  It  is  hard  to  think 
of  a  trait  less  conducive  to  reproduction  than 
a  propensity  to  have  sexual  intercourse  with 
members  of  the  same  sex  to  the  exclusion  of 
member  of  the  opposite  sex.  Given  this, 
coming  up  with  sociobiologic  al  theories  of 
homosexuality  tends  to  be  tricky.  After  a 
lengthy  discussion  of  some  general  issues 
surrounding  sociobiology.  Ruse  considers 
some  proposals  of  how  homosexuality  can 
be  explained  within  a  sociobiological 
framework. 

Once  again,  there  is  a  narrowness  of  focus 
here.  Ruse  sets  up  the  issue  as  if  the  only 
thing  sociobiologists  need  to  do  is  identify 
the  pressures  which  would  “select  for” 
homosexual  behavior;  they  need  only  to 
explain  why  being  gay  is  good  for  your 
genes.  Such  an  account  is  at  best  only  a  first 
step  toward  coming  up  with  an  adequate 
theory  of  sexual  preference.  Homosexuality 
is  sensibly  defined  in  terms  of  what  people 
think  and  do,  and  the  link  from  genes  to 
thought  and  actions  is  mediated  by  the  brain. 
Sociobiologists  usually  overlook  this.  In 
discussing  homosexuality,  they  will  often 
argue  that  “gay  genes”  cause  people  to 
engage  in  same-sex  relations.  But  this  is  just 
a  confused  way  to  think  about  the  issue. 
What  is  possible  is  that  evolutionary 
pressures  could  lead  to  the  selelction  of 
genes  that  cause  individual  members  of  a 
species  to  have  certain  mental  mechanisms 
relevant  to  sexual  interaction.  During  the 
course  of  an  individual’s  development,  these 
mechanisms  interact  with  the  environment  to 
produce  certain  sexual  perferences,  which  in 
turn  lead  to  certain  types  of  behavoir.  The 
stress  on  cognitive  structure  is  more  than  a 
protest  against  loose  talk  by  sociobiologists; 
it  points  to  a  serious  gap  in  their  theories. 

In  his  discussion  of  sociobiological 
theories.  Ruse  bemoans  the  fact  that  there  are 
few  experimental  studies  testing  the 
predictions  that  follow  from  them.  But  this 
is  not  the  problem;  in  fact,  the  theories  are  so 
ridiculous  that  such  research  would  be  a  total 
waste  of  time.  It  is  possible  (as  suggested  by 
one  of  the  theories  Ruse  considers)  that 
people  have  mental  mechanisms  which  cause 
them  to  turn  gay  when  they  think  they  have  a 
low  chance  of  reproductive  success.  It  is 
also  possible  that  parents  compute  the 
potential  reproductive  fitness  of  their  child 
and,  if  they  get  a  certain  result,  act  in  such  a 
way  so  as  to  make  him  or  her  gay  (another 
theory  Ruse  considers).  But  there  is  no 
shortage  of  possible  theores.  Perhaps  people 
become  gay  when  they  (unconsciously) 
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determine  that  the  political  climate  is  more 
conducive  to  homosexuality.  Or  maybe  (as 
some  seem  to  think)  children  unconsciously 
adopt  the  sexual  orientation  of  their  first 
grade  teacher.  There  is  no  reason  to  prefer 
the  sociobiologists  theories  to  the  ones 
proposed  above  since  they  all  share  the  same 
degree  of  plausibility;  almost  none. 

None  of  the  other  views  that  Ruse 
considers  are  as  unsupported  as  the 
sociobiological  theories,  although  some  of 
the  psychoanalytic  theories  come  close.  The 
strategy  of  Ruse’s  book  appears  to  be  to  take 
the  hypotheses  with  the  least  empirical 
support  and  give  them  the  most  discussion. 
So  a  post-Freudian  theory  that  Ruse  views  as 
“more  of  a  movement  than  a  fruitful  scienfiic 
option”  is  the  topic  of  an  entire  chapter, 
while  research  in  the  field  of  cognitive 
development  (where  the  experimental  work 
is  of  relatively  high  quality)  is  the  focus  of  a 
rather  listless  five-page  discussion,  at  the  tail 
end  of  a  chapter  called  “Freud:  Extensions 
and  Replacements.”  The  only  serious 
theories  that  Ruse  discusses  at  length  are 
those  having  to  do  with  the  effects  of 
hormones  on  sexual  preference. 

If  Ruse  is  attempting  a  serious 
“epistemological”  inquiry,  he  has  some 
responsibility  to  give  a  balanced  and 
scientifically  informed  view  of  the  field. 
Unfortunately,  he  does  not — ^by  spending  so 
much  time  discussing  poor  theories,  he  gives 
us  the  impression  that  the  research  on 
homosexuality  is  a  hodgepodge  of  dogmatic 
claims  and  half-baked  ideas,  with  no 
particular  theory  standing  above  the  rest. 
Ruse  owes  us  a  more  critical  analysis  of 
which  theories  are  worth  taking  seriously 
and  which  are  not.  By  ending  his  review 
with  a  “grand  compromise,”  where  3II  the 
different  theories  turn  out  to  be  true  in  some 
way  or  another.  Ruse  makes  the  field  look  a 
lot  less  promising  (and  less  interesting)  than 
it  really  is. 

Despite  these  problems  (and  others  there 
is  no  room  to  discuss  here).  Ruse  should  be 
applauded  for  his  lucid  and  provocative 
discussion  of  the  origins  of  one  particular 
sexual  orientation.  Ruse’s  scope  is 
considerable,  he  asks  many  interesting 
questions  and  he  does  a  fine  job  surveying 
the  ethical  question  surrounding  sexual 
orientation  (though  we  do  have  several 
disagreements  on  the  ethical  issues).  If  he 
intended  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
philosophical  issues  surounding  sexual 
preference,  then  his  aim  is  admirable, 
particuarly  considering  the  distance 
contemporary  philosophers  keep  from  this 
topic.  Nevertheless,  Homosexuality:  A 
Philosophical  Inquiry  is  far  from  a 
definistive  discussion  of  the  current  theories 
of  human  sexuality.  Ruse’s  book  is  best 
viewed  as  a  first  attempt  at  addressing  a 
range  of  deep  and  complex  issues. 
Hopefully,  it  will  provoke  others  to  think 
seriously  about  the  scientific  and 
philosophical  issues  surrounding  sexual 
orientation.  ■ 

Soviet  visit 

Continued  from  page  3 

TEMA’s  office,  was  burglarized  last 
September  and  stripped  of  important 
artifacts.  He  thinks  the  KGB,  the  Soviet 
secret  police,  were  responsible.  In  April, 
local  police  warned  the  gay  organization  to 
stop  publishing  TEMA  and  cease 
communications  with  the  International  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Human  Rights  Commission. 

The  Commission  was  formed  in  Moscow 
by  Kalinin  and  U.S.  activists  who  wanted  to 
overturn  Article  121  of  the  Soviet  Penal 
Code,  which  punishes  gay  sex  with  up  to 
eight  years  in  a  labor  camp.  The  group  also 
works  towards  the  repeal  of  sodomy  laws  in 
25  U.S.  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
some  of  which  are  felonies  and  carry  stiff 
penalties. 

Under  sponsorship  of  the  Commission,  the 
first  U.S.  delegation  of  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  will  visit  Moscow  and  Leningrad 
July  23-August  3,  1991  to  attend  a 
symposium  on  important  issues,  as  well  as 
the  country’s  first  Pride  demonstrations.  Co¬ 
chair  Julie  Dorf  of  San  Francisco  is 
coordinating  applications  for  the  trip 
because,  she  told  the  Associated  Press,  “Gay 
rights  have  not  been  a  part  of  the  human 
rights  agenda  internationally.” 

Debryanskaya  noted  the  Soviet  Union’s 
“currait  political  crisis,”  and  imminent  “very 
real  hunger.”  Some  people  might  “find  it 
strange  that  in  this  time  we  have  decided  to 
come  out,”  she  said,  “but  we  realized,  if  not 
now,  when?” 


•  DECEMBER  9-15,  1990,  •  |  | 


Introductory 

Offer-;- 
Limited  Time 

only  _ 


Free  ad,  free  message 
retrieval.  Imagine, 
it  wont  cost  you  a  cent 

to  get  all  those  phone 
responses  to  your  ad  and 
to  hear  all  those  great 
people,  all  wanting 
to  meet  YOU! 

Complete  and  return 
the  coupon.  We'll  take  it 
from  there. 


How  To  Hear  the  Voice 
Behind  an  Ad? 

How  To  Meet  the  Person 
Behind  the  Voice? 

Just  call: 

1-976-6060 

You  can  do  it  24  hours  a 
day.  Responding  to  an  ad 
costs  $  1 .50  a  minute. 

Questions? 

Our  customer  service  reps 
will  help  you  out.  They're  at 
(617)  252-0970  during 
regular  business  hours. 


Send  in  your  coupon  today! 

It  will  be  published  FREE! 

■  All  information  will  be  kept  in  confidence 
•  AvatlaWe  through  touch  tone  phone  only 
•  FREE  message  retrieval 

Neatly  write  or  type  your  message 
(please  limit  to  35  words),  and  attach  to 
coupon.  Or  Fax  it  to  6 1 7-252-088 1 . 


Name 

Address 

Apl  « 

City 

State 

Zip 

Day  PtKHie  (  ) _ 

Evening  Phone  (  )  _ 

Mail  to:  Special  Dialogue™, 

P.O.  Box  394, 

Cambridge,  MA  02141 

You  wtU  be  notifieci  by  MAIL  when  your  ad  will 
appiear  and  instruaed  on  how  ro  retrieve 
the  respxjnses  Special  Dialogue”  reserves  the 
.  luht  to  edit  or  rejea  any  ad 
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Real  Ads 

NEVER  THOUGHT  I’D  WRITE 
AD.  Tired  of  checking  someone 
out  at  bars  pretending  not  to  be 
interested.  Missed  opportunity? 
GWM,  (30,  5’10‘,  160  lbs),  good 
looking.  You:  attractive,  decent 
body,  21-35,  honest.  Dating? 
Want  more?  BCT  7120. 


SEXY,  AFFECTIONATE,  GWM, 
seeks  pretty  young  men  for  dat¬ 
ing,  romance,  and  safe  sex  for 
your  great  buns.  You  must  be 
cute,  lovable,  positive  attitude. 
Give  it  a  shot.  EyO"  7119. 


GOOD-LOOKING  BiWM,  41, 
5'6*,  148.  Seeks  slim  top  in  New 
Bedford  area  for  occasional  hot 
encounters.  EXT  7111. 


ATTRACTIVE  STUDENT.  Hard¬ 
working,  GWM,  24,  5’9',  150  lbs, 
brown/brown,  masculine,  in 
shape  but  not  hung,  enjoys  ten¬ 
nis,  running,  working  out,  read¬ 
ing.  Seeking  attractive  student  or 
young  professional  in  Conn  re¬ 
gion,  20-30,  any  race.  EXT  7113. 


HUNGRY  BOTTOM  wants  top 
man,  in  shape,  hung,  ready  to  till 
me  with  fun.  I'm  31,  o'lO",  160  lbs, 
masculine  and  ready.  E)0'7118. 


LATIN  LOVER  WANTED  by 
GWM,  24,  5’ir,  176,  blond/blue 
eyed.  Seeks  monogamy  with  guy 
25-30  wrth  sense  of  humor  and 
honesty.  Teach  me  your  lan¬ 
guage.  EXT  7106. 


WANTED:  OVERWEIGHT  (but 
solid)  hairy,  very  straight-acting, 
GWM,  28-42,  who’d  enjoy  lots  of 
attention  from  this  38-year-old  (6 
ft,  175  Ibsl,  balding  GWM  in  good 
shape.  I  like  safe  times,  movies, 
wine,  the  beach  and  staying  at 
home.  EXT  7112. 


BEAR  SOUGHT  by  masculine 
white  male,  30,  5’8',  165  lbs,  for 
weekly  safe  encounter.  I'm  in  a 
long-term  relationship  and  seek 
outside  fun.  You:  tall,  masculine, 
over  200  lbs,  discreet,  mous¬ 
tache.  E)0’7114. 


ATTFIACTIVE  MALE,  43.  Seeks 
gay  couple  or  single  for  give  and 
take.  Be  clean,  discreet,  demand¬ 
ing  and  mature.  I’m  attentive,  will¬ 
ing,  and  erotically  versatile. 
EXT  7125. 


JUST  GOOD  TIMES  wanted  by 
this  good-looking,  mustached 
bottom  (32,  6'1*,  1^60  lbs,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes).  You're  a  hung, 

good-  looking  top,  22-40,  into 
ondage,  SM,  hot  wax,  WS  and 
are  always  horny.  Masculine  jock 
a  plus.  I'll  submit  to  your  will. 
EXT  7102. 


GWM,  23,  goodlooking  and 
cleancut,  seeking  attractive  guy 
under  34  who^  “sweet  and 
gentle"  to  become  friends  with  in 
Watertown  area.  Only  drug-free, 
bright,  sincere  guy  who  is  real 
need  contact  me.  Thanks! 
EXT  7108. 


GAY  WHITE  MALE:  weightlifter, 
very  masculine.  South  Shore 
area.  Irish-ttalian,  40,  5'11',  205 
lbs,  black/brown,  nonsmoker. 
Seeking  similar  who's  into  safe 
good  times.  EXT  7103. 


WINTER  NIGHTS!  GWM,  32, 
5’7*,  148,  clean  cut,  good  look¬ 
ing,  sincere,  looking  for  a  "regu¬ 
lar  kinda  guy”  (clean  cut  with 
good  shape  and  looks),  26-30. 
Initially  as  a  friend  and  who 
knows.  It  needn't  be  a  cold  win¬ 
ter!  EXT  71 17. 


SEEKS  ROMANTIC,  WELL- 
BUILT  GWM.  I'm  an  easygoing, 
sensitive  GWM,  26,  5'10‘,  150, 
brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  healthy 
(HfV  negt,  affectionate,  warm  and 
caring.  I  like  dancing,  cooking 
and  quiet  times.  You're  21  -35,  at¬ 
tractive,  top,  romantic  and  enjoy 
life's  finer  triings.  Call  for  intimate 
meeting  and  possible  relation¬ 
ship.  Honest  inquires  only. 
0(T71O7. 


ATTRACTIVE  GWM  (27)  in  good 
shape,  bright,  honest,  easygoing, 
stable.  I  enjoy  the  outdoors,  quiet 
evenings  by  the  fireplace  and 
movies.  A  nonsmoking  West 
Coast  (Oregon)  native.  Seek  simi¬ 
lar  handsome,  physically  fit  man 
of  high  moral  standards  for  long¬ 
term  monogamy.  EXT  71 1 5. 


STRAIGHT  ACTING,  GWM  (29, 
5'10‘,  155  lbs),  handsome.  Kalian, 
clean  shaven.  Seeks  similar  male, 
18-33  who  enjoys  music,  travel, 
hot  times  and  monogamy.  Clean 
shaven,  boyish,  nonsmoker  a 
plus.  E)^  7124. 


HANDSOME  GBM,  29,  6  2*,  215 
lbs,  handsome  (with  receding 
hairline),  muscular,  not  always 
masculine.  Looks  for  the  good 
feelings  a  relationship  can  bring. 
Like  good  talk,  movies,  dancing. 
You:  21-45  and  looking  for  the 
same.  EXT  7104. 


DOWNTOWN  GUY,  36,  5'10‘, 
150  lbs,  works  out.  Clean  cut, 
cleanshaven.  Seeking  local  wKh 
relationship  on  his  mind.  I  like 
sports,  theatre,  arts,  nightlife.  No 
smoke  or  drugs.  EXT  7105. 


GBM  seeks  straight-acting  SBM/ 
GBM  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  Must  be  discreet. 
EXT  7101. 


SEXY  NUDEI  Masculine  male, 
32,  6'1',  170,  tall,  slender,  toned, 
exhibitionist,  blue  eyes.  Desires 
fantasy  modeling,  role  plying,  J/ 
O  shows,  doctor,  etc.  Seeking 
imaginative,  bright,  passive. 
EXT  71 16. 


Sample  Ads 


SUPERHUNG  (honest!)  attrac¬ 
tive  GWM,  36,  seeks  guy  for  BIG 
J/O.  Looks  and  build  not  as  im¬ 
portant  as  size  and  attitude. 
Ba7055. 


GYM  SHAPE.  Hot  ‘n’  hairy  motor¬ 
cyclist  GWM,  43,  5'10',  170  lbs, 
brown/brown,  nonsmoking,  var¬ 
ied  interests  (Duplicate  Bridge  to 
dancing).  Seeks  another  hot 
GWM  for...  EXT  7001. 


EUROPEAN  GWM  WANTED  by 

good-looking  Kalian,  35,  5'8',  147 
lbs,  sexy  bod,  dark  hair/eyes, 
healthy,  affectionate,  warm.  If 
you’re  18-30,  cute,  sensKive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  shy  and  like  art,  classi¬ 
cal  music,  passionate/romantic 
times,  please  call  EXT  7009. 


WEIGHT  LIFTER,  masculine, 
muscular  Kalian,  31,  5'11',  190 
lbs.  Short  curly  hair,  handsome 
face,  easygoing  nature.  Would 
like  to  meet  an  older,  generous, 
well-off  man  for  friendship.  I  enjoy 
most  things,  especially  the  out¬ 
doors.  EXT  7040. 


DAD  SEEKS  BOY:  Chunky  Kal¬ 
ian  Dad  (45)  audKioning  boys  for 
long-running  winter  performance. 
You're  into  older  men  and  like  to 
bo  talked  to  while  you’re  perform¬ 
ing.  You  are  under  20,  good  look¬ 
ing  and  hungry.  No  men  posing 
as  boys.  Dad's  waiting,  son! 
EXT  7053. 


HANDSOME  STUDENT.  GWM, 
20,  5'10',  150  lbs,  black/brown, 
into  singing,  travel,  theater, 
WORE.  Seeks  similar  (18-25)  for 
friendship,  more  with  ri^ht  guy. 
Honesty,  laughter,  caring.  No 
drugs,  smoke  or  fraudulent  aKi- 
tudes.  BCT  7048. 


HOT,  HUNG  TOP  WANTED  by 
WM,  45,  6’,  175  lbs,  hairy.  Pump 
my  tight  hole  so  long  and  hard 
that  I  can't  walk  or  sK  when  you're 
done.  EXT  7011. 


HEAVY  SET  GWM,  cute,  40s. 
Blond  hair,  blue  eyes.  Would  like 
to  meet  GWM  or  BiWM  for  fun 
and  good  times.  All  serious  re¬ 
plies  answered.  EXT  7007. 


WHAT’S  YOUR  FANTASY? 
GWM,  45,  wants  to  help  you  play 
out  your  wildest  and  most  secret 
fantasies.  We  all  have  them.  Stop 
keeping  them  to  yourseK.  Now4 
the  time  to  play  them  out  and 
have  a  good  time.  EXT  7050. 


Females  (Real  Ad) 


A  TRUE  ROMANTIC.  GWF,  34, 
wKh  a  gentle  heart  and  eager 
spirK.  Intelligence  and  humor  are 
important  Euong  with  openness 
and  sincerity.  EXT  7201. 


Sample  Ads 


LET’S  PLAY  DOCTOR.  Live  out 
your  ultimate  fantasy.  Call  for 
appointment.  Open  your  legs 
while  the  doctor  thoroughly  ex¬ 
amines  you.  EXT  7035. 


HOT,  MASCULINE  GWM,  30s. 
Hung,  smooth  butt,  dark  blond 
hair,  blue  eyes,  6’,  170  lbs.  (Top 
man  a  plus.)  Safe  only.  Do  your¬ 
seK  a  favor.. .call  EXT  7043. 


SINCERE.  WM,  35,  6’f,  185  lbs, 
handsome,  masculine,  works  out. 
Career-oriented  business  profes¬ 
sional  but  hot  and  creative.  Hu¬ 
morous,  probing  and  supportive. 
Seeks  similar,  very  tall  guy  for 
explosive  action,  caring  friend¬ 
ship  and/or  long-term  relation¬ 
ship.  Call  EXT  7038. 


MYSTERIOUS,  exotically  hand¬ 
some  Euromale,  24,  green  eyes, 
long  dark  hair,  6’1’,  slim,  sexy, 
romantic,  stylish,  sophisticated. 
Into  arts  and  adventures.  Seeks 
right  man  for  intimate  encounters 
wrth  possibility  of  relationship. 
EXT  7044. 


50-YEAR-OLD  TODDLER  needs 
to  be  watered  down  and  fed  by 
experienced  Dad.  Me:  good 
looker,  good  chest,  quiet,  shy. 
You:  30+.  Looks  and  race  unim¬ 
portant.  Good  head  trip  neces- 
saj7.  Smoke,  aroma  a  plus. 
E^7054. 


INTERRACIAL  GJM,  41,  5'tO', 
155  lbs,  brown  hair,  sparkling 
blue  eyes-cute  and  lovable.  De¬ 
sires  very  masculine,  nonsmok¬ 
ing  top  black  man  mature  and 
sensKive  for  cool  nights  wKh  soul¬ 
ful  music  and  memorable  days. 
EXT  7005. 


GBM  DESIRED  FOR  THE  ART 
OF  mutual  romance,  sensKivKy, 
humor,  passion,  fun,  affection 
and  respect.  Me:  GWM,  5'6", 
blond/blue,  145  lbs,  Manhattan 
p^rofessional,  very  attractive. 
EXT  7004. 


EVER-WILD,  EVER-PEACEFUL 
GBM,  striking,  28,  6'1',  200  lbs, 
hairy,  very  muscular,  HIV  neg, 
juicy.  Seeks  hot-looking,  in-shape 
guy  to  37  for  possible  lover.  Tne 
man  I  crave  doesn't  show  off  his 
hot  body  to  get  noticed.  He  uses 
his  eyes  and  his  character.  We'll 
do  the  rest.  EXT  7010. 


GOOD-LOOKIN’  ITAL-AMER, 
38,  almost  5’11‘,  180  lbs,  HTLV 
neg,  honest,  caring  and  bright. 
Seeking  tall,  devoted,  straight¬ 
looking  and  acting,  blue-eyed 
guy  interested  in  building  a  rela¬ 
tionship  based  on  trust,  sprKual 
love  and  monoganw.  Care  about 
tomorrow  today.  EXT  7034. 


TALL,  VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GBM, 
26.  muscular  (solid)  build.  Into 
safe  times  and  J/O  specials  with 
guys  wKh  big  rouno  protruding 
belly  only.  No  grossly  over¬ 
weights.  Tall  a  plus,  but  neces¬ 
sary.  Any  race.  E5(T  7003. 


HEY  DADDY!  Boy,  35,  is  looking 
for  you.  Submissive,  hairy,  eager. 
Loves  to  serve  and  service  ag- 
ressive,  verbal,  mature  man. 
M/BD,  spanking  etc.  Couple  or 
daddy  who  shares  his  bw  toys 
especially  welcome.  EXT  7046. 


SEXY,  AFFECTIONATE  older 
brother.  GWM,  bearded,  36, 
solid,  mainly  top,  seeking  affec¬ 
tionate,  attractive,  masculine 
younger  brother/buddy  for  play¬ 
ful  safe  times.  Talk,  touch,  hold, 
make  love.  Fantasies  welcome 
(let  me  know).  No  commKment 
required,  just  honesty.  EXT  7045. 


GAM,  22,  5'5',  140  lbs.  I  am 
straight  acting  and  like  travel, 
movies,  hiking.  Looking  for  whKe 
male,  22-32,  who  is  fun,  confi¬ 
dent,  independent.  EXT  7056. 


HUNGRY  BOTTOM  wants  Top 
Man  in  shape,  athletic  and/or 
muscular  (bodybuilder)  to  fill  me 
wKh  fun.  Me:  25,  5’8  ,  155  lbs, 
athletic,  attractive,  nice  build.  For 
fun,  friendship  and/or  relation¬ 
ship.  EXT  705f. 


CIGAR-SMOKING  DADDY 
needs  head.  Boy:  5’10'  or  under, 
facial  hair,  not  overweight. 
Daddy:  38,  beard.  EXT  '7039. 


BODYBUILDER,  5'10',  195  lbs, 
43,  seeks  other  muscle  stud.  Pre¬ 
fer  over  35,  over  6’  and  over  200 
lbs.  EXT  7006. 


INCREDIBLE  THROAT.  Hot, 
worked-out  body  and  a  creative 
mind  possessed  by  this  hunlw, 
handsome,  married  guy,  45,  170 
lbs,  bearded.  Wants  to  please 
well-buiK  guy  with  thick  8‘-l-.  Any 
race.  Your  NYC  place.  EXT  7033. 


UNINHIBITED,  EXHIBITIONIS- 
TIC  top  sought  by  artist  for  pho¬ 
tography  project.  EXT  7002. 


BONDAGE!  Hot,  aagressive, 
muscular  jock,  36,  6’4',  205  lbs. 
Seeks  masculine  dude  for  in¬ 
tense,  creative  bondage,  endur¬ 
ance,  SM,  frat  hazing  scenes.  Be 
in  shape,  hanging  touch  and 
ready  to  experience  safe,  hot, 
sweaty  bondage.  Mostly  top,  but 
mutual  possible.  EXT  7031 . 


LONG-LEGGED,  sensual  bot¬ 
tom,  6',  175  lbs,  blue  eyes,  hand¬ 
some,  sexy,  38,  manly.  Likes  to 
wear  tight  panties,  spandex, 
leather,  lingerie.  Seeks  trim,  ro¬ 
mantic  top  as  "husband"  (Orien¬ 
tal  a  plus).  Sincere  only! 
EXT  7052. 


F/F  BOTTOM  WANTED.  I’m  your 
hot  F/F  top.  K  you're  a  hot,  sexy, 
horny  white  F/F  bottom,  let  me 
put  on  a  rubber  glove  and  make 
you  squirm.  EXT  7008. 


INTO  HOT  ACTION,  muscle, 
sweat,  feet  leather  with  other  in¬ 
shape  hot  guy  or  group.  Me: 
GWM  bodybuilder,  33,  mous¬ 
tache.  Call.  EXT  7041 . 


SPARKLING  GWF,  cunning,  pe- 
tKe,  blue-eyed  brunette.  College 
sophomore  (19).  Looking  for  an 
intelligent  woman  20-40  for  a 
friendship-hopefully  more. 
EXT  7061. 


GWF,  24,  social  worker,  enjoys 
long  meaningful  conversations, 
music,  poetry  and  walks  in  the 
Village.  Seeks  honest,  intelligent 
and  caring  GF,  20s-408,  for 
friendship  and  whatever  may  de¬ 
velop.  No  substance  abusers. 
EXT  7065. 


YOUNG,  VERY  ATTRACTIVE, 
5'3*,  long  brown  hair,  green  eyes, 
European  complexioned  woman. 
Seeking  attractive,  Caucasian, 
sensitive,  fun-loving,  understand¬ 
ing  woman  (18-22)  who  enjoys 
romantic  dinners,  intimate  con¬ 
versations  and  more.  I  promise, 
you  won’t  be  disappointed! 
EXT  7064. 


GBF  (5’7',  281.  Ivy  League  gradu¬ 
ate  student.  Intelligent,  romantic, 
unassuming.  Great  personally. 
Seeks  same  in  curvaceous  uF 
(30ish)  not  into  lesbian  banner- 
waving  scene,  but  must  enjoy 
budget  activities  (museums, 
park^.  EXT  7063. 


GWF,  46,  doctor,  Nobel  Prize 
candidate.  Beautiful  blonde,  femi¬ 
nine,  gorgeous  body.  Enjoy 
travel,  swimming,  dancing, 
laughing,  loving.  I'm  creative, 
sensKive,  fun-loving.  Stable  and 
healthy.  I  hope  you  arel 
EXT  7062. 


GWF.  I  can't  be  the  only  lesbian 
mother  in  Queens.  Let’s  get  to¬ 
gether  for  moral  support/sharing/ 
friendship.  EXT  7066. 


ATTRACTIVE  WMF,  35,  seeks 
full-figured,  sensuous,  over¬ 
weight  Bi/GWF,  25-45,  for  special 
afternoon  meetings.  Married  or 
single.  Discretion  a  must  Let's 
explore  life's  pleasures. 
EXT  7067. 


BiBF  seeks  BiF  or  willing  QF  to 
share  laughter  and  warm  mo¬ 
ments.  I  am  25,  feminine,  attrac¬ 
tive  and  a  shapely,  full-bodied, 
mature  woman.  K  you  are  open- 
minded  and  real,  give  K  a  try. 
EXT  7072. 


PROFESSIONAL  WOMAN,  28 
years  old,  seeks  Q/BiWF  for 
friendship  and  possible  intimacy. 
No  men,  couples  or  unemployed. 
I'm  5'6‘,  1 28  lbs  and  dark  haired. 
Love  reading,  film  and  making 
out  I  also  love  spending  quiet 
time  together.  EXT  7071 . 


BiWF,  25,  5'10*,  130  lbs,  inexperi¬ 
enced.  Seeking  same,  discreet 
relationship  with  20-30  year  old 
for  quiet  evenings  together. 
Some  interests:  reading,  soft  mu¬ 
sic,  long  walks.  No  drugs,  three¬ 
somes  or  hutches.  Race  not  im¬ 
portant  EXT  7068. 


Listen  and  Learn 

call  1-976-6060  to  hear  the  voice  behind  the  ad. 

If  you  like  what  you  hear,  leave  a  message!  It's  that  easy. 


I  2  •  DECEMBER  9-15,  1990.  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


celebrate  Toge^/,^ 


7:00PM-  10:00PM 

Club  Cafe' 

209  Columbus  Avenue  Boston 


©sfeflaffi  0 

[?a[7G'^y 


Tickets  $15.00 

Available  at 


The  Center 

338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  Floor 


For  Information  call 

617-247-2927 


Crone's  Harvest  Glad  Day 

Little  Shop  of  Horrors  Odeon 
Odeon  To  New  Words 


Handicapped  Accessible 
ASL  Interpreted 


All  proceeds  to  benefit  The  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men,  Inc. 

y 


JUDY  SMALL 
Snapshot 
cass,  CD 


CINDY  KALLET 


D;?EA,v.iNG  Aouitrr  i.tNP 


CINDY  KALLET 
Dreaming  Down  A  Quiet  Line 
LP,  cass,  CD 


Give  the  Gift 

of  Music! 


NEW  RELEASES! 


LIBANA 
Fire  Within 
cass,  CD 


WOMEN'S  MUSIC  CLASSICS 
The  Best  oiCris  Wittiamson 
The  Best  of  Margie  Adam 
The  Best  of  Meg  Christian 
cass,  CD 


Tret  Pure  -  Time  Turns  The  Moon 
Toshi  Reagon  -  Justice 
Ranch  Romance  -  Western  Dream 
The  Flirtations 

Judy  Fjell  -  Livin'  On  Dreams 
Perron  -  Phantom  Center 
Adrienne  Torf  -  Finding  A  Way 
Leah  Ziccari  -  Wouldn't  That  Be  Fun? 
Two  Nice  Girls  -  Like  A  Version 


NOW  ON  COMPACT  DISC! 

Holly  Near  -  Fire  In  The  Rain 
Perron  -  Testimony 
Sweet  Honey  -  B'lieve  I'll  Run  On 
Libana  -  Circle  Is  Cast 

Cris  Williamson  -  Changer  And  The  Changed 


SOUNDIS’G 

jir 

INNER  LANDSCAPE 


Mum  Mnitcitu 


Kiy 


KAY  GARDNER 

Sounding  The  Inner  Landscape 
Meditation  -  cass  only 

Acton  -  Minor  Chord;  Amherst  -  For  the  Record,  Food  for  Thought;  Arlington  -  Wood  and  Strings;  Boston/Cambridge  -  Boston  Compact  Disc,  New  Words,Tower, 
Harvard  Coop,  Glad  Day,  Sandy's  Music,  Music  Emporium;  Gloucester  -  Gloucester  Music;  Jamaica  Plain  -  Arborway  Video  and  Sound,  Crones'  Harvest; 
Northampton  -  Lunaria,  Dynamite,  Main  Street  Records;  Provincetown  -  Womencrafts;  Bridgeport,  CT  -  Bloodroot;  Hartford,  CT  -  Al  Franklin's,  Reader's  Feast; 
New  Haven,  CT  -  Goldenthread,  Yale  Coop;  Portsmouth,  NH  -  Musicsmith,  Sessions,  Rock  Bottom;  Newington,  NH  -  Paperback  Booksmith;  Providence,  Rl  - 
Visions  and  Voices,  Dorrwar;  Brattleboro,  VT  -  Everyone's  Books;  Burlington,  VT  -  Chassman  and  Bern;  Portland,  ME  -  Amadeus;  Everywhere  -  Record  Express 


P.O  BOX  666 

JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-9406 
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Hospodar 

Continued  from  page  8 

beautiful” — exactly  the  stupid,  numbing 
lesson  of  the  slide  show.  The  haiku-maker’s 
observation  begs  a  hundred  questions:  how  is 
life  beautiful?  for  whom?  His  is  dentist- 
office  art  that  demands  nothing  and  exists  to 
soothe.  So,  like  Hitchcock  in  The  Birds, 
Hospodar  calls  the  butterflies: 

Their  beautiful  wings 

active 

bold 

might  slice  his 
face  to 
ribbons 
if  he’d 
dare  go 
near  enough 
to  them. 

Again,  it’s  a  wonderful  image,  as  hilarious 
as  it  is  pointed.  And  it  hints  at  Hospodar’s 
own  artistic  vision — not  a  vision  in  which 
the  butterflies  are  mad,  necessarily,  but  one 
in  which  we  don’t  take  the  world  for 
granted. 

Occasionally  Hospodar’s  political  anger 
limits  the  power  of  his  poems.  In  the  title 
piece,  especially,  he  is  so  eager  to  produce  a 
definitive  account  of  the  history  of 
homophobia,  homo-hatred  and  queer 
resistance  that  the  poem  becomes  merely  a 
history  lesson  and  a  manifesto,  a  recitation 
whose  force  is  political  but  not  poetic. 
Hospodar  lashes  out  at  “athletes  convinced 
persona  means  more  than  performance”  at 
“the  homophobe  industy  of  the  military,”  at 
those  “who  hop  to  a  vapid  disco  chanteuse 
and  ignore  the  truths  of  a  same-sex  song.” 
Whereas  poems  like  “The  Last  Haiku”  and 
“This  Is  A  Little  Flower”  are  powerfully 
political  because  they  enact  the  ironies  and 
stupidities  of  unquestioning  consciousnesses, 
“To  You  In  Your  Closets”  has  no  poetic  kick 
because  Hospodar  is  simply  telling  us  things. 
And  the  writing  gets  sloppy:  should  modam- 
day  nightclubbers  pay  attention  to  the  lyrics 
of  same-sex  songs  and  dismiss  them  because 
they  are  being  sung  by  a  “vapid  chanteuse”? 

As  a  whole,  however.  To  You  In  Your 
Closets  offers  a  host  of  pleasures.  The 
politically-charged  “Haiku”  and  “Little 
Rower”  exist  alongside  poems  like  “Three 
Todds,”  which  is  extremely  wise  about  sex 
and  its  contradictions  (ejaculating  on  his  first 
lover’s  body  leaves  the  speaker  “A  little 
more/a  little  less/alive”),  and  the  very  cool 
“What  I’d  Do  If  I  Were  Lauren  Bacall” 
(“pantherpace  calmly  down/the  stairs”). 
These  poems  are  alive  because  they  allow 
Hospodar’s  idiosyncracies  to  shine,  and 
because  they  highlight  his  concern  with 
language,  not  his  stated  political  agenda. 
When  the  threads  of  anger,  intelligence,  and 
humor  twine  around  each  other  here,  it’s 
clear  that  Hospodar  is  the  real  McCoy — a 
poet  with  imagination. 

Holly 

Continued  from  8 

little  time  was  given  for  thoughtfulness  or 
dissent.  But  unlike  most  members  of  her 
generation.  Holly’s  travels  as  an  entertainer 
provided  the  opportunity  to  receive  a 
political  education  “on  the  job”  and  to  see 
for  herself  the  motivations  of  Third  World 
people. 

Holly  has  been  at  the  center  of  crucial 
events  in  left  political  history.  Years  from 
now,  people  will  read  Holly’s  book  to  know 
how  it  felt  to  be  in  North  Vietnam  in  the 
’70s,  and  in  Nicararuga  and  El  Salvador  in 
the  ’80s.  Holly’s  account  of  the  first  national 
anti-nuke  fundraising  concert  tour  is  a 
particuarly  interesting  piece  of  history;  as  are 
her  stories  of  her  tour  with  the  Chilean  group 
Inti-Illamini,  which  formed  new  bonds 
between  the  Latin  American  left,  the  North 
American  left,  and  the  lesbian  community. 

One  aspect  of  Holly’s  story  that  greatly 
impressed  me  is  that  she  has  not  only 
participated  in  the  left  as  a  star,  even  though 
she  came  into  the  role  quite  young.  When 
Holly  was  between  entertainment  jobs,  she 
volunteered  for  grunt  work  in  anti-war 
organiztions,  getting  an  education  that  has 
served  her  well: 

I  kept  notes.  I  leirned  how  to 
network.  I  studied  the  organizers 
who  were  effective  and  those  who 
were  not.  I  kept  the  names  and 
numbers  of  people  I  would  like  to 
work  with  again.  I  watched  the 
effect  music  had  on  an  event,  how  it 
was  used  or  abused,  the  craft  of 
putting  together  a  good  progiam, 
and  the  lost  opportunity  when  he 
order  of  the  event  was  left  to 
chance. 

Given  that  this  book  is  published  by  <> 
mainstram  publisher  and  presumably  aimed 
ai  a  much  broader  market  than  the  lesbian 
community.  I’m  impressed  by  how  much 
space  Holly  devotes  to  the  development  of 
women’s  music.  I  learned  a  lot  I  didn’t 


know  about  how  concerts  and  record 
companies  grew  on  the  West  Coast.  Some  of 
the  stories  are  very  gossipy,  such  as  how 
Holly’s  relationship  with  Meg  Christian 
caused  ongoing  bad  feelings  between  the 
other  members  of  Meg’s  collective  at  Olivia 
Records  and  Holly’s  own  Redwood  Record 
company.  Others  really  put  the  pieces  of  a 
history  together:  how  a  1975  concert  for  the 
LA  Women’s  Building  introduced  Holly  to 
women’s  music. 

Two  other  very  personal  issues  that  Holly 
discloses  are  her  ongoing  struggle  to 
maintain  a  weight  she  feels  comfortable 
with,  and  her  virtual  breakdown  from 
exhaustion  in  1984,  which  led  her  to  take  a 
year  off.  Her  “the  show  must  go  on” 
martyrdom  attitude  was  painful  to  read,  for 
her  stress-related  problems  demonstrate  the 
irony  that  idealistic  activists  often  live 
exactly  the  overworked,  underpaid  life  they 
are  hoping  to  end  for  everyone.  Anyone 
who  thinks  that  entertainers  are  an  exception 
will  probably  be  otherwise  convinced  by 
reading  of  Holly’s  grueling  work  schedule 
and  pressures. 

One  aspect  of  her  life  that  I  wish  Holly 
had  said  more  about  is  her  creative  process. 
She  has  written  both  words  and  music  to 
many  classic  songs,  and  I  wanted  to  know 
more  about  how  they  evolved. 

The  book  contains  a  photo  section  that  is 
printed  in  much  bettCT  focus  than  I’ve  seat  in 
many  recent  books,  containing  some  great 
shots  of  women’s  music  and  other  left 
celebrities.  Readers  should  be  warned  that 
Holly’s  writing  style  consists  mostly  of 
breathless,  frantic  sentences  that  make 
reading  her  prose  a  tension-producing 
experience. 

Fire  in  the  Rain...  is  part  of  a  growing 
body  of  literature  that  is  refuting  the  myth 
that  significant  left  politics  ended  in  the  ’^s. 
Near’s  autobiography  joins  those  of  Joan 
Baez,  Tom  Hayden,  Abbie  Hoffman,  and 
many  other  ’60s  names  that  provide 
indisputable  testimony  of  ’70s  and  ’80s 
leftist  history. 

ddl 

Continued  from  page  3 

have  T-4  counts  under  200,  be  over  the  age 
of  12,  and  be  available  for  monthly  follow¬ 
ups  administered  by  a  physician.  In  short,  to 
obtain  ddl  through  expanded  access,  one 
must  be  sick  with  opportunistic  infections  or 
AZT  burn-out,  and  be  wealthy  enough  to 
afford  a  private  doctor. 

The  program,  says  Project  Inform, 
“represents  an  improvement  over  previous, 
even  more  restrictive  approaches,  but  is 
hardly  the  compassionate  breakthrough  that 
Bristol  Meyers  and  the  government  claim.” 

Benjamin  Incerti,  for  example,  tested 
positive  for  HIV  five  years  ago.  He  told 
GCN  that  he  took  AZT  for  two  years,  after 
which  time,  it  stopped  working.  Now  he 
doesn’t  qualify  for  clinical  trials  because  he 
is  not  “clinicaJly  intolerant”  of  AZT.  He  has 
not  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS  and  has  not 
had  any  AIDS-defining  illness,  so  he  cannot 
qualify  for  the  expanded  access  program. 
But  Incerti ’s  T-cell  count  has  dropped  to  40, 
and  he  says  he  “needs  a  new  drug.” 

“If  I  had  an  opportunistic  infection  [OI], 
like  PCP,  I  would  probably  qualify  for 
expanded  access  for  ddl,”  said  Incerti,  “but 
because  I  was  on  AZT  for  early  intervention, 
that  basically  prevented  me  from  getting 
PCP  and  other  OIs...so  I’m  in  limbo.” 

Dan  Pilcher  told  GCN  that  he  took  AZT 
for  two  years,  until  his  T-cell  count  dropped 
below  100.  “I  consider  myself  failing,”  he 
said,  but  “I  haven’t  had  a  major  OI,  so  I 
don’t  qualify  for  parallel  track  [the  expanded 
access  program].”  Pitcher  add^,  “I  need  an 
option  now,  and  with  under  100  T-cells,  I 
can’t  wait  two  more  years.” 

Approval  of  ddl  as  a  prescription  drug 
would  make  it  as  accessible  as  penicillin. 
Medicare,  Medicaid  and  private  insurance 
companies  would  cover  the  cost.  People  who 
cannot  use  AZT  would  have  more 
therapeutic  choices.  And  combination 
therapy  with  AZT  and  ddl  could  heighten  the 
effects  of  both  drugs. 

“ddl  works  and  everybody  knows  it  does,” 
said  Skuce.  “Why  postpone  an  inevitability? 
Waiting  two  years  for  the  sake  of  scientific 
study  is  morally  insuprportable.”  ■ 


. .  may  well  be  the  best  AIDS 
book  released  to  date.” 


TranslaMd  by 

Russell  C.  Maulltz 

and 

Jacaiyn  Duffin 


— Los  Angeles  Times 

Where  did  the 
AIDS  virus  origi¬ 
nate?  How  did  it 
develop  into  a  fatal 
disease?  Why  has 
AIDS  become  an 
international  epi¬ 
demic  when  other 
diseases  have  been 
brought  under 
control?  These  and 
many  other  ques¬ 
tions  are  addressed 
in  this  groundbreak¬ 
ing  new  work,  now 
available  in  a  much- 
anticipated  English 
translation. 

Here,  at  last,  is 
a  “biography”  of 
AIDS.  Here  one  of 
the  world’s  leading 
authorities  on  the 
history  of  diseases 
tracks  the  world¬ 
wide  migrations  of 
the  AIDS  virus,  look¬ 
ing  back  to  epidem¬ 
ics  of  the  past  and 
ahead  to  a  world 
that  has  been 
globally  affected 
by  AIDS. 


“Dr.  Grmek’s  compact  history  is  a  refresh¬ 
ingly  fair  account  by  a  first-ciass  mind  with 
no  axes  to  grind. . .  .even  those  who  have 
devoured  the  iiterature  on  AIDS  wiil  find  this 
a  deepiy  stimuiating  book.’ 

Cloth:  $29.95  ISBN  0-691-08552-8 


— The  New  York  Times  BocM  Review 


ISJ 


AT  YOUR  BOOKSTORE  OR 


Princeton  University  Press 

ORDERS:  800-PRS-ISBN  (777-4726) 


THE  CLUB  FOB  WOMEN 

INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOREST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

A  WARM  ATMOSPHERE  FOR  CONVERSATIONS 
AND  DANCING  9-1  AM  FREE  ADMISSION 

THIS  TUESDAY 

DECEMBER  11TH  •  8PM  -  M'USS  CAIZARETTA 
WITH  GUEST  COMEDIENNE  WENDY  UEBMAN 

DECEMBER  16 

HOUDAY  PARTY  FOR  CHILDREN  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
2-4PM  (TOY  DONAnONS  FOR  UPHAM'S  CORNER 
HEALTH  CENTER-PIEASf  BRING  A  NON-VIOlINT  T0Y\ 

DECEMBER  27 

DESERT  HEARTS 

WITH  COMEDIENNE  SUSIE  MACKSEY 

THI  MYSTIRY  OF  THI  NEW  YEAR  BEGINS  AT  INDIGO 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM,  Sun  9PM- 1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 
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DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


■  95c  PER  MIN  •  S2.0Q  THE  1st  MIN  •  YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER  •  §1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. 


CDC 

Continued  from  page  I 

color. 

‘Passionate  and  powerful’ 

Given  the  CDC’s  inability  to  recognize  the 
changing  profile  of  the  epidemic,  said  ACT 
UP/New  York’s  Laurie  Cotter,  the  diversity 
of  people  attending  the  Dec.  3  demonstration 
was  particularly  striking.  “We  had  people 
from  all  over  the  country,”  Cotter  told  GCN. 
“What  made  it  successful,"  she  added,  “was 
that  so  many  women  who  are  HIV-positive 
or  PWAs  were  there. 

“Their  speak-out  was  so  passionate  and 
powerful,”  said  Cotter,  “[that]  it  showed  the 
CDC  that  we  won’t  give  up.” 

Sondra  Johnson  of  ACT  UP/Chicago 
agreed,  adding  that  she  was  moved  by  the 
determination  of  the  women  to  speak  despite 
the  pouring  rain.  “I  hope  people  watching 
from  inside  the  CDC  realized  what  these 
people  were  risking  to  be  out  there,”  said 
Johnson.  “These  women  are  really  furious 
about  this.” 

Most  of  the  stories  the  women  told  in  the 
speak-out,  Johnson  said,  involved  being 
unable  to  receive  financial  assistance 
because  the  government  definition  of  AIDS 
excluded  them  from  consideration.  “Many 
of  these  women  began  applying  for 
assistance  two  or  three  years  ago,”  said 
Johnson.  “One  woman  from  Milwaukee  has 
totaled  up  $3600  in  medical  bills  and  still 
isn’t  sick  yet  [according  to  the  govemmait].” 

ACT  UP/L.A.’s  Speller  mentioned  another 
woman  from  Chicago  who  was  angry  with 
the  government,  not  only  because  her 
medical  condition  was  not  being 
acknowledged,  but  also  because  she  thought 
the  CDC  was  laying  the  groundwork  for 
future  ignorance  about  HIV-related 
symptoms.  “She  said  that  they  may  have 
killed  her,  but  they’re  not  going  to  kill  her 
daughter,”  said  Speller.  The  woman  brought 
her  daughter  to  Ae  demonstration  with  her, 
she  added. 

CARE  fair  and  the  week  of  Outrage 

Many  AIDS  activists  who  attended  the 
CDC  demonstration  said  they  felt  the  action 
was  particularly  well-timed  in  relation  to  the 
CARE  fair  in  Atlanta  and  around  the 


country.  Several  women  said  they  were  glad 
to  be  able  to  attend  the  Sisterlove  event 
before  participating  in  the  demonstration. 
The  fair  was  held  Dec.  1,  which  international 
AIDS  organizations  designated  World  AIDS 
Day. 

Dazon  Dixon,  director  of  Sisterlove’s 
Women  and  AIDS  project,  told  GCAf  she  was 
impressed  with  how  persistently  the  topic  of 
the  CDC’s  definition  of  AIDS  came  up,  even 
though  it  wasn’t  officially  listed  as  part  of 
the  fair.  One  reason  for  Ws,  she  said,  was 
probably  that  “our  speakers  were  all  directly 
involved  in  work  with  women  and  AIDS” 
and  were  familiar  with  the  difficulties  facing 
women  who  don’t  “officially”  have  AIDS. 

Dixon  also  said  that  “anybody  who  is 
familiar  with  women  and  AIDS  is  very  clear 
about  changing  the  CDC  definition.” 

Speller  said  she  was  pleased  with  the 
conjunction  of  the  two  events  in  Atlanta. 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


He^ine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 
call  267-0900  weekdays 

A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


#1  Hi  THE  USA! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 

Gay  owned  and  operated  $2.00/mln. 

More  info:  (305)  ^5-4455,  Ext  2355 


Tfe  Coalition  for  LtsSian  and  fay  Ciinl^fits 
rtymis  the  ykasure  of  your  company  at  the 

2nd  Mnud  Community 
Awards  Evening 

honoriny  fourteen  individuals  and 
oryanizations  with  special yuest  speakers 

^ovemor-Ekct  ‘BdL'Wefd 
andLt.  Qovemor-EkctTaulCeducci 

Wednesday,  (Decemkr  12, 1990 
at  The  Leno\^9iotel,  Boston 

( Pome  and  Patriot  rooms ) 

7:30  POd  •  Cocktails  •  Puffet  *  Entertainment 
8:30  P9d  •  Awards  *  Appreciations 
9:30P9d  •  iMbcer  •  Entertainment 

Suyytsud  donation  i  15  or  2  for  i25  [617}  828-5059 
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TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 

GiW 


SELECTIONS- 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  Newi,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  .Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  i^ich  it  appears. 


I'LL  EAT  YOU  AUVE! 

If  you  make  it  worth  my  while.  Controlling  LF  seeks 
arrogant  bitch  to  seduce.  Til  bring  the  clothespins, 
you  bring  the  wine.  GCN  Box  403  (22) 


TOP  BY  DAY.  BOTTOM  BY  NIGHT 

I  want  a  MAN  who  is  assertive,  aggressive  and 
masculine.  Who  gets  turned  on  by  the  thought  of  a 
hairy  dark  Italian  waiting  to  fuck  him.  I'm  6''2’'..  22S 
lbs,  under  thirty  and  all  hair,  including  on  my  face.  I 
like  to  Fuck,  and  enjoy  a  number  of  other  activities 
both  vanilla  and  as  a  serious  player.  My  partners 
need  to  be  able  to  be  my  equal  at  all  times,  someone 
who  doesn't  equate  being  a  bottom  with  weakness  or 
passivity.  Contact  Box  230,  GCN. 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ncss.l  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


THIS  IS  NO  JOKE! 

I  am  turned  on  by  short  men.  All  kinds,  the  shorter 
the  hotter.  Stocky  and  husky  builds  even  better.  Tm  a 
6'2  hairy  top  looking  for  a  special  little  man.  GCN 
Box  401 


YOU  WANT  rr-NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  that 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun.  (bl"/)  848-0027  (22) 


SEND  ME  YOUR  COCK 

GM  will  exchange  Polaroids  of  his  throbbing 
manmeat  for  torrid  shots  of  yours.  Hurry!  GCN  Box 
358 


BUTCH  IN  THE  STREETS 

BOTTOM  BETWEEN  THE  SHEETS 

Sexy  LF  novice  seeks  seasoned  top  to  spice  up  my 
play  life.  Teach  me  a  lesson  I  won't  forget.  GCN 
Reply  Box  XOY  (23) 

Beautiful  yourtg  LF  seeks  Ull  strong  dyke  to  fuck. 
You:  smart,  funny,  and  not  into  mind  games.  Me: 
Progressive,  active  and  looking  for  a  fun,  safe  time. 
A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead,  are  older  and  have  a 
great  sense  of  style.  Let's  talk!  GCN  Box  405  (22) 


THIS  IS  WHERE  YOU  WANT  TO  LIVE 

2L's  and  1  GM  seek  4th  person  for  indt  JP  house 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  worrren  currently  or 
formerly  experietKing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


SUBMISSIONS  SOUGHT 

Fiction  Anthology:  LesbianAjay  Parenting.  Varied 
experieiKes,  prose  only.  Contributors  paid.  Deadline 
4/30/91.  Double  space.  SASE.  To:  Parenting 
Anthology  152  Kittredge  St  Boston,  MA  02131 

(25) 


CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
PresidCTt).  (29) 


Pilots  Join  nationwide  Gay  Pilots  association. 
Cormect  with  other  pilots.  Newsletter  and  personals. 
Totally  discreet.  For  more  info  send  SASE  to:  PO 
Box  1291  Alexandria,  Va  22313  (22) 


WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Come  celebrate  the  holidays  with  us  at  186 
Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge  (near  Inman  Square). 
Every  Weekend  throught  Dec  23rd.  Saturdays  11-5, 
Sundays  12-5.  Info:  864-5257  (23) 


Services 


MAN  MAIDS 

Reliable  residential  cleaning.  We  will  whip  your 
house  into  shape  and  keep  it  shiney.  Gay  owned  and 
operated.  (617)  592-2817  (21) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  'Diagnosis  and 
treatment  o(  disease  'Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
17SS  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocaration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 
Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly! 
Call  426-4469.  Thanks! 


'’aVaSWiiEwscijSrfTED^^^ 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |u$t  keep  wntinj  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2St  per  word  (35t  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50x. 


My  utcfory  b: 

□  PERSONALS  D  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  O  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 
Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  S  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  lOff^o  $_ 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  l5“7o  $_ 

□  31-1-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $_ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $. 

Subtotal  $  . 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Name 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

S 

Subscriptions 

Address 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

$ 

Cit)r 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 

State 

inches  x  $15 

$ 

Phone  (_ 

•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Zip. 


Total  $ 


New  from 
Amethyst  Press  ! 

THIS  EVERY 
NIGHT 

by  Patrick  Moore 

Moore  describes  a  tumultuous  gay 
world  -  this  world  can  sell  you  a  one¬ 
way  ticket  to  the  void,  but  it  can  also 
provide  the  opposite,  the  balm  and 
sweetness  of  community. 

-  Robert  Gluck 

$8.95 

plus  $2.  shipping  and  handling. 


Help  Wante 


'  i 

Executive  Director  Santa  Cruz  Aids  Project. 
Responsible  for  Administration  of  AIDS  Education 
and  Client  Support  Programs  in  SC  County. 
Demonstrated  successful  experience  in  budget  and 
personnel  management.,  fund  development  and  grant 
writing,  and  community  relations.  Ability  to  work 
effectively  with  diverse  populations.  Spanish¬ 
speaking  prefered.  Competitive  salary  and  excellent 
boieflts.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Personnel 
Committee,  Santa  Cruz  AIDS  Project,  P.O.  Box 
5142,  Sanu  Cruz,  California,  95063  (408)  427-3900 

(24) 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activist  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 


Live-in  maintenance  housekeeper  position.  Part-time 
for  women's  guesthouse  in  Provicence  Town.  Call 
Gabriel's  (508)  487-3232  (22) 


To  order  by  phone  call: 
800-331-4427 

For  mail  orders  of  this  title  or  infor¬ 
mation  on  all  of  the  Amethyst 
books  write:  Amethyst  Press,  6 
West  32nd  Street,  Penthouse, 
NY,  NY  10001-3808 


Benelux 

Music 

nnnorts 


Your  source  for  music  on 
CD  from  around  the 
world,  from  Dance  to 
Romance,  Classical  to 
Cult.  To  order  the 
Benelux  Music  Import 
Sound: 
800-441-8748 


COME 


STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE 
FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
WRITE  NEWS 
ANSWER  PHONES 
PROOFREAD 


VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 


...  OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY 
62  BERKELEY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
TO  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 


FUNDRAISER  LAMDA  LEGAL  DEFENSE 

Nat'l  lesbian/gay  rights  organization  seeks 
Development  Director  to  plan  strategy  &  conduct  all 
aspects  of  fundraising  to  meet  S1.6  million  operating 
budget.  80%  from  individuals  through  membership, 
direct  mail,  major  donor  program,  &  special  events; 
significant  foundation  support.  Supervise  3  staff. 
Extensive  fundraising  exp.  &  success  in  related 
position  rqd.  Salary  S45-55K;  excel  benefits.  Send 
resume,  letter  &  references  by  Jan.  4  to  Deputy 
Director,  LLDEF,  666  Broadway.  NY  NY  10012. 
Women  and  people  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.(21) 


Roommate  Wante 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatiuliy  renewed. 
You  must  ull  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  uils  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


SOMERVILLE-UNION  SQUARE 

LF  and  Cat  seek  prof.  LF  30-k  to  share  2BR,  with 
large  sunny  rooms,  porches,  parking  and  wood 
burning  stove,  neat  and  good  humored.  No  smoking. 
Prefer  no  pels.  $400+  776-4364  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet 
professional  lesbian  for  2  BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  incl  heat  522-6012  evenings.  No  machine, 
keep  trying.  (22) 


WOMEN'S  UVE-IN  LOFT  SOUTH  END 

One  studio  avail.  800  sq.  ft  wood  stove,  harwood 
floors,  share  kitchen/bath  with  2  SF,  1  LF,  who  are 
friendly,  considerate.  No  pets.  $395/mo+  key  fee. 
423-7384  or  524-0024.  (22) 


LARGE  HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400  plus  uUl.  Call  603-424-3683  (22) 


LF  wanted  to  share  spacious,  sunny  apt  in  house, 
tree-view  porch,  parking,  W/D,  quiet,  convenient 
area,  near  trans.  Watertown.  No  smoke/jpets.  $375. 
923-9087  (22) 


2  L's  and  1  GM  seek  4th  member 
for  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
househoid.  Prefer  non-smoker 
with  no  pets.  (Fish  okay).  We 
have  a  ciean,  weii  behaved 
parrot.  Rent  is  $212.50  pius 
utiiities.  Avaiiabie  January  1st. 
Caii  Laura  864-4810  (days), 
524-7794  (evenings) 
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CLASSIFIEDS  > 


Roommate  Wante 


2  LF'S  SEEK  3RD 

for  3  bedroom  house  with  yard,  washer/dryer,  wood- 
burning  stove.  Come  and  join  our  easy  going, 
independent  household.  $300/  month  +  utilities. 
Available  Dec  1.  Call  628-1868,  leave  message. 


BRIGHTON-OAK  SQ. 

2L  seek  woman  to  share  3BR  apt  Convenient  to  T, 
bus,  laundromat,  video  store.  Free  parking  on  the 
street.  No  smoke,  pets.  $330+  util.  782-3567  (22) 


TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (20) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  350+.  923- 
4370.  (22) 


jAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohol/drugs.  Available  now.  Call  522-9351.  (22) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  L;  BEUCAMB 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt  on  tree-lined  street  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30’s,  independent,  friendly.  8^4314  (22) 


THE  APT  U  WANT  IS  RIGHT  HERE! 

You're  female  seeking  a  room  in  2BDRM  steps  to 
redline  (JFK/UMASS  stop)  You're  hoping  for  big 
livingroom  and  kitchen  w/  pantry.  You're  relieved 
it's  350/mo  including  heat.  Bonus:  roomate  has  2 
great  dogs,  is  vegetarian,  like  rap  music,  Indigo, 
cooking,  works  full  time.  Call  now  before  it's  gone 
825-1734  nr  (21) 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING? 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  third  roomate  to  share  rent 
and  expenses.  We  are  located  in  Dorchester,  on  the 
Red  line.  Safe  neighborhood,  and  on  street  parking. 
Call  288-4468  or  426-4469  (ask  for  Frank).  Rent  is 
$400  per  month  plus  util,  and  phone.  Short-term  ok! 

(17) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heat  522- 
6012  (21) 


Professional  woman  30+  seeks  other  woman  or 
women  to  find  and  share  somewhat  luxury  house  or 
town  house.  Jan  1  or  Feb  1.  MetroWest  preferred. 
(Others  considered)  Must  tolerate  smoking  and  cat. 
(617)  647-1163.  Call  todayl  (21) 


Ucofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (22) 


jAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman  25+  for  our 
bequtiful,  friendly  semi-coop  home  near  Pond  and  T. 
No  pets  or  smoking.  $270  mo.+  util.  Avail  Jan  I 
522-7466  (21) 


LF  w/2  dogs  seeks  LF  28+  for  5-rm  Somerville  apt. 
near  Davis  T.  Indep,  friendly.  No  more  pets,  no 
smoke,  drugs  min.  alcohol.  $300+  628-4632  (22) 


LET’S  CREATE  OUR  OWN  SPACE  IN  jP 

LF  (&  2  cats)  looking  for  I  or  2  LF  in  to  seek  and 
share  apt/home  together.  Call  Susan  522-5123  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

1  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dates  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  green+orange  line.  You'd  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  negot.  Call  522-7720  +  Iv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt  $425Aiio.  Apt  is  huge  w/2  porches,  GIK  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 


Apartments 


782-2665  (20) 


INMAN  SQ  CAMS 

Large  Sunny  6  room  apartment  with  working 
fireplace  porch  hardwood  floors  parking  and  more 
available  1/1/90  $1000+ util  caU  868-1553.  (22) 


BAY  VILLAGE  BOSTON 

1  BR  modern  kitchen,  patio  quiet  area  near 
everything.  No  fee  $600  plus  utilites  508  957-7460 
evenings.  (21) 


EASTON  FOR  RENT 

Second  floor  apt  two  bedrooms  excellent 
neighborhood  centrally  located  to  rte  24  &  495  first 
and  last  months  rent  required  S700 
(20) 


South  Boston,  two  Ivge  2  bedroom  apis.,  carpeted, 
deck,  1  block  from  Andrew  Sq.  Red  line,  $650+ 
utilities,  no  fee.  Steve  924-4248 
(22) _ 

Jamaica  Plain  apartment  available  Dec  1st.  Four 
large  sunny  rooms.  Share  deck,  washa  and  dryer. 
Near  T.  $650  iiKluding  heaL  Owner  occupied.  CaU 
524-8739  (20) 


Jones  HiU  Dorch  2-BR  ipL  w.  wood  floon,  porches, 
backyard,  pets  okay,  near  T.  Lesb.  owner  occupied. 
Available  1/1/91.  CaU  288-9136  (24) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  CAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom- 
modslions.  AA  groups,  bars,  balhs.  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentisls.  Poclors.  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50:  Alabama  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EOITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
iyi4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
■West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 

- BAD  AIIllUDt - 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  wriUng  to  IN  THESE  "HMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $I  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS  monthly  review 
of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983.  Our  readers 
span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad.  Subscriptions: 
$I5/U.S.,  $  18/Canada,  $25/institutions.  Free  sample 
on  request.  THE  WOMEIVS  REVIEW,  Wellesley 
Women's  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
021 81. (ex) 

HELP  US... 

Do  you  like  to  look  at  photos? 

How  do  you  feel  about  filing? 

Well,  don1  miss  this  oppotunity  to  do  both. 

GCN  needs  volunteers  to  file  photographs 


For  more  details  call  426-4469 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  1(X)  scenic  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy.  We're  your  perfect 
vacation  choice!  All  sununer  sports  and  spectacular 
fall  colors  too!  The  HIGHLA.NDS  LNN,  Box  118G, 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and 
Judi,  Imkeepert.  (27) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  mn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  pan  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  fimds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,SF,CA  94114.  (18.35) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjouriial.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(  15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


I  8  •  DECEMBER  9-15,  1990,  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Black  male,  33,  would  like  to  write  to  any 
gay  men  that  enjoy  writing  Istters.  If  you 
are  interested,  write  A1  Jackson,  #192-102, 
Box  45699,  LucasviUe,  OH,  45699-0001 

Gay  man  interested  in  include  literary  arts, 
philosophy,  physical  fitness,  nature. 
Seeking  serious  relationship  with  the  right 
person.  Please  give  me  a  chance.  No  games, 
please.  Jeffrey  Sedmak,  #221-681,  P.O.  Box 
1368,  Mansfield,  OH  44901. _ 


Doing  time.  Warm  loving  25  yr.  old  gay 
man.  Looking  for  pen  pals  to  share 
expteriences,  past,  presenL  and  future.  I  look 
like  Fm  16,  Ixit  I'm  a  dynamo  inside.  Please 
write  Michael  A.  Rosenberg,  Glades 
Correctional  Institution,  500  Orange  Ave. 
Circle,  #208447/C-61,  Belle  Glades,  FA 
33430 _ 

Lonely  man,  down  23  yrs,  nearing  release 
and  wish  to  develop  new  friends.  I  am  a 
college  grad,  lift  weights,  rtm,  have  a  sense 
of  humor,  and  am  very  athletic.  Seeking 
someone  who  would  like  a  serious,  sincere 
companion  in  the  near  future  Race  no 
barrier.  Will  answer  all.  Gary  Sickler, 
#69A177, 135  State  Su  Auburn,  NY  13024- 
9000 _ 


Gay  man,  blond  hair,  sexy  brown  eyes.  This 
intelligent,  attractive  person  would  love  to 
meet  a  caring  and  exciting  pterson  to  sahre 
love,  life  and  hopefully  some  great 
memories.  Are  you  that  person?  If  so,  I  like 
music,  stimulating  conversation,  intimate 
moments.  Write  Brian  Myers,  #168122, 
Moberly  Correctional  Center,  Box-7,  2-B- 

436,  Moberly,  MO  65270. _ 

I  am  gay  and  have  AIDS  and  would  very 
much  like  to  write  to  someone.  It  is  very 
lonely  here  and  they  seem  to  think  I'm 
going  to  die  soon,  though  I  wonder  if  they 
aren't  just  harassing  me.  Could  someone 
write  me  with  some  friendship  and  info? 
Francis  ANKER.  494519.  Box  747,  Starke 
FL  32091 _ _ 


While  in  prison  I've  changed  my  life  in  a  lot 
of  positive  ways,  and  Fve  goaen  a  college 


‘70  ALL  THOSE  IH  AND  OUT  OF  PRISOH, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 
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Gay  woman,  30,  feminine  and  a  scorpio.  I 
enjoy  reading,  music,  physical  fitness.  I  am 
studying  law.  Very  anxious  to  fill  some 
lonely  hours  with  someone  sp>ecial.  Race 
not  impxrrtant.  Cheri  McKee,  #  160962  - 
273,  Broward  Correctional  Institution,  P.O. 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  Florida, 

33024. _ 

Compassionate,  understanding  Black 
"fern".  26  yrs  old,  looking  for  love  (in  all 
the  wrong  places).  It's  not  what's  on  the 
outside,  but  what's  in  the  heart.  I'm 
expterienced  sexually,  maybe  I  can  teach 
you  a  thing  or  two.  (Smile!)  Renee 
Washington,  #452936,  1401  Sl  Schol.,  Rd. 
(Ad  Seg,  #11)  GatesvUle,  TX  76599-2999. 

Female  ptrisoner  in  CA  seeks  information 
about  conditions  of  prisoners  in  various 
states;  wants  transfer  from  CA  on  interstate 
compact.  Write  Carol  Bundy,  W-18639, 
P.O.  Box  213022,  Stockton,  CA  95213- 
9022.  If  you  can't  write  prisoners,  write  c/o 
Margaret  Houston,  P.O.  Box  279, 
Concordia,  KS  66901. _ _ 

education.  Tm  sure  that  whoever  I  am 
penpals,  we  will  have  plenty  to  talk  about 
Gary  McCULLAH,  119-016,  4104 
Germantown  Rd,  Dayton  OH  45417 _ 

GM,  36,  Taurus,  total  muscle,  looking  for 
penpals,  not  a  relationship.  Cannot  write 
other  prisoners.  Mathew  ROBERTS,  88A 
4157,  Box  700,  WallkiU  NY  12589. _ 

Cuban,  27,  looking  for  someone  to  help  me 
get  letters  to  my  lover  who  I  am  not  allowed 
to  write  because  he  is  also  a  prisoner.  I'll 
pay  prostage,  just  forwarding  is  all  I  ask. 
Please  write  me  if  you  are  able  to  do  this 
very  simple  favor.  Thanks.  Leonardo  Flores 
PALOMO,  04059-131,  3901  Klein  Blvd, 
Lompxx:  CA  93436. _ 


TYPEWIUTBtS  FOR  PRISON  PROJECT 

The  Resist  Foundation  in  Somerville,  MA,  still 
has  a  few  typewriters  to  donate  to  prisoners. 
Preference  is  for  inside  groups  that  are 
involved  with  education  or  organizing.  Next 
preference  is  to  prisoners  who  are  using 
typewriters  to  help  a  number  of  other  people. 
If  you  would  like  to  apply  for  a  typewriter, 
write  and  describe  the  project  you  are 
working  on  or  how  you  and  others  inside 
would  be  able  to  use  it.  Also,  please  let  us 
know  what  regulations  are  involved  in 
sending  you  a  typewriter.  Write:  Typewriters 
for  Prisoners,  c/o  Brian  Flynn,  GCN, 62 
Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  021 


i 

w 

1 

If  you  are  a  prisoner  with  AIDS 
and  want  to  write  to  PWA's 
who  are  living  satisfying  lives 
outside,  write:  Hay  House, 
501  Santa  Monica  Blvd,  No. 
6(n,  Santa  Monica  CA  90401 


ENDAR 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event. 
Photos  encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event 
is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible  and/or 
sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our 
format  as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings 
must  be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings 
are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

8  Saturday 

Boston  ^  Protest  Jordan  Marsh  Security 
Dept’s  Abuse  of  Queers.  Demonstration 
noon  at  Jordan  Marsh.  Meet  in  front  of  Opera 
House.  Spons.  by  Queer  Nation.  Info;  Jessica 
2S4-0926. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers  / 
Administrators  Potiuck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and 
directions;  623-252 1 . 

Cambridge  ^  DOB  Lesbian  Singles  Night. 
7  p.m.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  ^  Traditional  New  England 
Contra  and  Square  Dances.  Chris  Ricciotti, 
caller.  $5.  Rrst  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Centre 
and  Eliot  Streets.  8  to  I  I  p.m.  (beginners’ 
lessons  7:30).  Info:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729- 
9206,  or  Scoa  536-2014. 

9  Sunday 

Framingham  4  Mass.  NOW  State 
Conference;  “A  Matter  of  Survival:  A 
Feminist  Agenda  for  the  Nineties.”  $25 
per  person.  Framingham  State  College.  Info: 
782-1056.  ' 

Salem  ^  North  Shore  L/G  Alliance 
Holiday  Tea  Dance  /  Buffet  Supper.  4  to  9 
p.m.  at  Hawthorne  Hotel.  $20.  Reservations  in 
advance  to  NSGLA..  POB  806,  Marblehead 
01945.  Info:  (508)  745-3848. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  J.P.  Neighbors  Holiday 
Potiuck.  Featuring  the  Freedom  Trail  Band; 
bring  a  holiday  dish  and  a  non-alcoholic  bev. 
4:30  to  7  p.m.  Info:  327-5669. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Holiday  Concert.  At  L/G  Neighbors  of  JP 
Holiday  Potiuck.  Concert  5  p.m.;  potiuck 
follows.  Info:  424-7025. 

Framingham  4  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
Outreach  Concert.  Grace  Church.  Details: 
247-BGMC. 

10  Monday 

Boston  4  Orientation  to  AAC  Supports 
and  Services.  Learn  about  AAC  services  for 
PWAs,  HIV+  people,  and  their  caretakers.  Sign 
up:  437-6200  *328.  2:30  to  3:30  p.m.  Boston 
Living  Center  Library  (over  YWCA,  140 
Garendon).  See  also  12/19. 

Cambridge  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Academic 
Study  Seminar  at  M.l.T.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
Info:  Ed  547-9487  or  Waverly  524-9250. 

I  I  Tuesday 

Boston  4  Boston  Professional  Alliance 
Christmas  Social.  The  first  activity  of  a  new 
group  for  gay  professionals.  Bobbv’s  Restaurant, 
by  Government  Center  ’’  Aing  Garage. 
Cocktails  6  to  7:30  pjn.  Buffet  dinner  7:30  p.m. 
Program  8  p.m.  Info:  Brian  Straub  482-5354. 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays.  2nd  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566  Columbus 
Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m.  Info; 
David  424-6989. 

Boston  ^  Living  Together  A  Legal  Guide 
for  Gay,  Lesbian,  and  Other  Unmarried 
Couples.  With  GBBC  member  attorney  David 
R.  Lund.  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  Boston  Ctr.  for 
Adult  Ed.  267-4430. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series; 
“Create  the  Holidays  You  Want.”  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  338  Newbury  St.  2nd  fl.  Info:  Robb  or 
Paul  267-0900. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  every  month  at  Rrst  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547- 
2440  or  (508)  562-5807. 

Somerville  ♦  Healing  Service  for  Those 
Affected  by  AIDS.  ASL  interpreted.  First 
Congregational  UCC,  95  College  Ave.  7:30  pjn. 
Info:  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  628-7665. 


Cambridge  4  M’liss  Caizretta  in  Concert. 
Indigo  /  Nightstage,  823  Main  St.  8  p.m.  Tickets 
$8.50  from  Ticketron  or  by  phone:  720-3434. 

1 2  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Downtown  Lesbian  Lunch.  12:30 
p.m.  Bobby’s.  Info;  Julie  725-3562. 

Boston  4  MGLPC  Monthly  Membership 
Meeting.  (MGLPC  =  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus.)  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street 
Church  (use  the  ESoylston  St.  entrance). 

Boston  4  MGLPC  Gala  Awards 
Reception.  7:30  to  10  p.m.  Hotel  Lenox,  710 
Boylston.  $15  donation  requested.  Info:  David 
828-3039. 

Boston  ^  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  of 
each  month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Lesbians  35+  Meet.  8 

p.m.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

1 3  Thursday 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly 
Business  Meeting.  7:30  p.m.  For  location: 
Hotline  825-3737. 

Boston  4  Book  Signing;  Stuart  Timmons. 
Author  of  The  Trouble  with  Horry  Hay.  Founder  of 
the  Modern  Goy  Movement  4  p.m.  Glad  Day 
Bookstore,  673  Boylston  (across  from  Copley 
library).  Info:  267-3010. 

Boston  4  GLAAD;  Boston  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation. 

General  meetings  2nd  Thursday  of  the  month. 
The  Center  rm  202.  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m. 
Info:  492-4639. 

14  Friday 

Boston  4  AIDS  Awareness  Training.  An 

intro  to  AIDS,  AIDS-related  issues,  and  the 
programs  and  structure  of  the  AAC.  Evening. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon.  Info:  Giulia  Norton  437- 
6200  x*269. 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW  Holiday  Party.  All 
welcome.  8  p.m.  Info:  Becky  395-4664  or  Larry 
924-0095. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies; 
“Who  Framed  Roger  Rabbit.”  8:05  p.m. 
sharp.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  room  203. 
$2  donation  suggested;  bring  soda  and  chips. 
Info:  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM 
and  Friends.  Creative  black  tie  encouraged  for 
this  Holiday  Ball.  Cha  Cha  lessons  8:30  p.m.  Une 
dance  lesson  10  p.m.  659  Centre  St.  9  p.m.  to 
midnight.  Admission  $6. 

1 5  Saturday 

Boston  4  "Once  Upon  Our  Time”; 
Multicultural  Story  Hour  for  Children  (3- 
8)  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  and 
Friends.  Third  Saturday  of  every  month, 
alternating  between  J.P.  Ubrary,  12  Sedgwick  St, 
and  New  Words  Bookstore,  1 86  Hampshire  St, 
Inman  Sq.,  Cambridge.  This  month  (12/90)  in  J.P. 
10  to  11:15  a.m.  Space  is  limited.  Sign  up:  Marian 
or  Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  4  AIDS  Awareness  Training.  An 
intro  to  AIDS.  AIDS-related  issues,  and  the 
programs  and  structure  of  the  AAC.  Evening. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon.  Info;  Giulia  Norton  437- 
6200  x*269. 

Lincoln  4  WOBBLES  Holiday  Party. 

(WOBBLES  =  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.)  6  p.m. 
Info;  Jam's  (508)  386-7737. 

South  End  4  Gay  Community  Caroling. 
No  RSVP;  just  come  and  bring  cookies  or  some 
other  bak^  goods  to  share.  Hot  chocolate  and 
cold  drinks  provided.  7  p.m.  Gather  at  173 
Warren  Ave.  Info;  Jim  Voltz  267-83 1 1 . 


Waltham  4  WOW  Video  (“Rocky  Horror 
Picture  Show”)  and  Game  Night.  7:30  p.m. 
Location  and  info:  893-036 1 . 

1 6  Sunday 

Cambridge  4  Holiday  Party  for  Children 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Games,  activities, 
fun.  Bring:  potiuck  holiday  snack;  recycled  or 
new  toy  to  donate  to  charity.  2  to  4  pjn.  Indigo, 
823  Main  St.  Donation  $3.  Info:  Cindy  267-0900. 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
Holiday  Concert.  Jordan  Hall  at  N.E. 
Conservatory.  3  p.m.  Also  12/18.  Tickets  $20, 
$15,  and  $9.  Call  247-BGMC. 

Boston  4  Prime  Timers  Christmas  Party. 
5  to  10  p.m.  The  Claddagh  restaurant.  I  13 
Dartmouth.  Dinner,  dancing.  $12.50. 
Reservations  and  info:  D.  Bourbeau,  604 
Tremont,  Boston  021 18-1605. 

Natick  4  MetroWest  GALA  Potiuck  / 
Social.  6  p.m.  Location  and  info  (which  dishes 
to  bring):  Scott  (508)  877-6129  or  Barbara 
(508)  653-2509. 

Beacon  Hill  4  5th  Anniversary  Gay 
Community  Caroling.  No  RSVP;  just  come 
and  bring  cookies  or  some  other  baked  goods 
to  share.  Hot  chocolate  and  cold  drinks 
provided.  7  p.m.  Gather  at  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  Bowdoin  St.,  after  Dignity 
coffee  hour.  Info:  Jim  Voltz  267-83 1 1 . 

1 7  Monday 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation  /  Boston. 

Community  Church  of  Boston.  Copley  Square 
above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30  p.m,  first  and  third 
Mondays  of  the  month.  Info:  577-8123. 

1 8  Tuesday 

Framingham  4  Framingham  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under, 
meets  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  each  month.  Civic 
League  Bldg.,  214  Concord  St.  6  to  7:30  p.m. 
Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  4  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
Holiday  Concert.  Jordan  Hall  at  N.E. 
Conservatory.  8  p.m.  Also  12/16.  Tickets  $20, 
$15.  and  $9.  Call  247-BGMC. 

1 9  Wednesday 

Boston  4  New  England  G/L/B  Veterans 
Christmas  Party.  Also  election  of  officers.  6 
to  8  p.m.  L/G  Community  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  Info;  Rick  436-0760  or  Cliff  723- 
8127. 

Boston  4  L/G  Holiday  Party  to  Benefit 
the  Center.  7  to  1 0  p.m.  Club  Cafe.  $  1 5.  Info: 
247-2927. 

Boston  4  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force.  NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  7  p.m. 
Info:  782-1056. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester 
Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay 
and  bisexual  youth  21  and  under.  Meets  first 
and  third  Wednesday  each  month  at  United 
Congregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7  p.m. 
Info:  (508)  755-0005. 

Boston  Radio  4  Say  It,  Sister!; 
“SEXpertise.”  With  On  Our  Backs  editor  Susie 
Bright.  8  to  9  p.m.  WMBR  88. 1 FM. 

20  Thursday 

Brewster  4  Cape  Cod  and  Islands 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  and 
Concerns.  Monthly  meeting,  third  Thursday  of 
each  month.  6:30  p.m.  Dawes  Hall,  1 946  Main  St 
(Rt.  6A).  Info:  (508)  362-2799. 

Boston  4  BRIDGES.  A  multicultural 
ceremony  of  remembrance  and  renewal  for  all 
people  v*^ose  lives  have  been  touched  by  AIDS. 
Villa  Victoria,  corner  of  Shawmut  and  West 
Newton.  7  p.m.  Spx>ns.  by  AAC.  Info:  437-6200. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meeu 
first  and  third  Thursday  every  month.  Basement 
of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St.  7:30  p.m. 
(413)  527-5310. 

21  Friday 

South  Dartmouth  4  Rhode  Island  &  S.E. 
Mass  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish  Group 
Monthly  Oneg.  A  social  and  potiuck  held  the 
third  Friday  of  each  month.  Info:  Debra  (401) 
273-4765  or  Fred  (508)  992-7927. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  “A 
Star  is  Born.”  The  original,  uncut  version  with 
Judy  Garland.  8:05  p.m.  sharp.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St,  room  203.  $2  donation  suggested; 
bring  soda  and  chips.  Info:  247-2927. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1600AM.  I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center. 


(BAGLY  =  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.)  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian, 
gay,  and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338 
Newbury  Street,  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info: 
Dave  629-25 1 8  or  Frank  666-89 1 2. 

Boston  4  Boston  Healing  Circle. 

Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  7:30  pm.  Info:  731-9584. 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  Worship/Fellowship.  131 
Cambridge  St.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info: 
Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for 
PWA’s  and  Friends.  About  100  people  with 
AIDS  and  their  friends  meet  every  Monday  at 
AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No  reservations 
required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131  Clarendon 
St.  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Rrst 
Parish  Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners 
6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 

support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned 
others  dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7- 
8:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)755-3773. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island. 

Call  for  meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living 
Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  Info: 
49-ACT  UP. 

Boston  4  Gay  Men  and  Lesbian  Support 
Group  for  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Ten-week  group  beginning  9/4/90.  Faulkner 
Hospital.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  weekly.  Intake  interview 
required.  Info;  522-5800  xl908. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexuai  Men  and  Their  Significant 
Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band  Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass 
College  of  Art,  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave. 
7:15  p.m.  Info:  266-0628. 

Cambridge  TV  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  gay 
and  lesbian  television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19.  7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor 
Flynn’s  Liason  to  the  Gay  Community. 

Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to  6  p.m.  each 
Wednesday.  No  appx>intment  necessary,  but  Ms. 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age 
22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New  persons’ 
meeting  6  p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30 
p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42 BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child 
care,  wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8K)0  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
who  are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery. 
Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Bisexuals.  (ACA  =  Adult  Children  of 
Alcoholics.)  Support  group  for  ail  adult  children 
of  dysfunctional  family  systems.  Lindemann 
Center,  2nd  floor,  Winthrop  Room.  Wheelchair 
access.  8  p.m.  Info:  536-2856. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW;  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing 
Party.  Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and 
make  new  friends.  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  5  pm. 
info:  426-4469. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  for  2  to  S-mi.  run 
along  Charles.  Lockers  and  showers 
complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info: 
282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support 
Group.  Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care, 
alternate  Saturdays.  Women’s  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 2:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 
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Week  after  week,  for  nearly  two  decades,  Gay  Community  News  has  been  a  forum  for  some  of  the 
hottest  debates  and  issues  in  lesbian  and  gay  communities.  From  pornography  to  outing,  from  AQ  UP  to 
si^ins,  GCN  has  beenthere  to  report  and  analyze  the  tough  issues  that  other  publications  won't  touch.  We 
don't  shy  away  from  controversy.  We  thrive  on  it.  We  provoke.  We  incite.  We  stir  things  up  a  little. 

And  we  always  give  you  something  to  think  about. 


Now  you  can  give  your  friends  and  family  something  to  think  about  this  holiday  season.  And  when  you  purchase 
two  or  more  gift  subscriptions,  we'll  send  you,ABSOLUTELY  FREE,  a  piece  of  GCN  memorabilia  —one  of  a  limited 

number  of  our  tenth  anniversary  posters,  first  released  in  1983. 


We'll  send  out  a  special  gift  acknowledgement  card,  with  your  personalized 
message,  to  each  person  receiving  a  gift  subscription. 
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